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GREAT movements are almost invariably gradual. Impatience, always a 

The Way vice, is especially vicious when we are dealing with the more important 

things of life. . Unity is not to be bought at the cost of a day's work ; 

° we have forgotten this and it has caused us to despair; if we are 

to Unity. assured that the Unity of Christendom is an object word of our 

work and of our prayer, we must be content to move towards it with 

“Festina lente” as our motto. And after all, if we have some understand 

ing of the nature of the unity for which we ought to work, there is much to encourage and 

hearten. So much has been done during these latter years to remove difficulties, that the 

difficulties which remain, insuperable though they may seem, must not be allowed to hinder us from 
our quest. : 

There has grown up amongst Christian people during the last few years a better feeling towards 
each other, and a greater willingness to co-operate, where co-operation is possible. It has been so 
gradual sometimes as to be almost imperceptible ; but if we compare the position to-day with that 
of fifty years ago there is little doubt that there has been progress. The Evangelical Alliance, with 
its world-wide influence, has proved a prominent leader in this direction. The British and Foreign 
Bible Society has helped ; ‘“‘ Keswick ” has helped ; the Student Movement is beginning to help ; 
the Edinburgh Missionary Conference was a great step, the greatness of which time will enable us 
to appreciate. 

This brings us to consider for the moment what real unity inyolves. It does men, it must 
mean, agreement on fundamental things; there is an 
irreducible minimum which all must accept: “ Where- 
fore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by 
the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed ; and that no — —— | 
man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy b rmanen ite?” | 
Ghost” (1 Cor. xii. 3). Only after that does St. Paul begin + Bet nei 
to speak of diversity and variation. One help towards 
unity is the careful consideration, in all charity, of the 
nature of that irreducible minimum. Then there follows, 
as quite consistent with true unity, large variety of 
form and expression in matters of faith and practice. 
The Churches of St. Paul’s day were one in faith and 
communion, but it is perfectly clear that they differed in 
organization, and even in small matters of belief which 
were not regarded as essentials. ‘The Council of 
Jerusalem (Acts xv.) puts on record a clear recognition 
of diversity in Unity. 

Writing as a member of the Church ot England, it 
may be well for me to put as simply as possible what I 
believe to be our own position. Years ago the Lambeth 
Conference laid down what has been called ‘ The 
Lambeth Quadrilateral”: The Bible, the two Sacra- 
ments, the three Creeds, the Threefold Ministry. For 
membership of the Anglican Communion the accept- 
ance of this Quadrilateral with all that it involves is atv. Fi & GUY WARMAN. A, BO. 
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are under no compulsion to accept ov Trayer 
Book as it stands, or, indeed, any Prayer Book. 
They may differ from the Mother Church in other 
ways, but they must accept the final authority of 
Scnpture, they must use the two Sacraments, 
they must set their seal to the three Creeds, and 
organue themselves on the basis of the Historn 
Episcopate. The Church of England presents 
the (uadniateral to those who stand outside her 
Communion, that its difficulties may be fairly and 
fully discussed with a view to the better under- 
standing of the position, and to ultimate Unity. 
lt is, useless to shut our eyes to the fact that 
matters of creed and ministry present the most 
serious problems. The last Lambeth Conierence 
recognized the fact, and made a further sugges- 
tion, viz., that during the ten years that must 
elapse before the next meeting we should try and 
meet our brethren of the Church of Christ who 
are not in communion with us in prayerful and 
friendly discussion of our differences. Perhaps 
the greatest need of the moment ts not the ascer- 
taining of our points of agreement, but the full 
appreciation and measurement of our points of 
difference. Very little has as yét been done to 
earry out the sugyestion of the Conference ; it 1s 
to be hoped that immediate and widespread steps 
may be taken to that end. It 1s good sometimes 
to mark our fundamental Unity, but if ever we 
are to come into closer commumon with each 
other .we must fully understand why we have 
hitherto stood apart, and how, without sacrifice of 
principle, the causes of disunion may be 
obliterated. 

Reunion with Rome: how far may this enter 
into our consideration? With Rome, as A’eme rs, 
it is impossible. The Bishop of Chester, in his 
charge to the diocese two years ago, showed most 
convincingly that the Church of Rome is the 
greatest stumbling-block to the re-union of 
Christendom. Inaf extraordinary and anonymous 


_ book just published, “ Letters to His Holiness 


Pius X.,” the writer speaks hopelessly of Koman 
reform and therefore of reunion with Rome :— 
“Again we must answer, No hope! It is the 
lesson of the history of all attempted reform : No 
hope! All that is left to spiritual men is to 
disentangle the religious, the mystical, the divine 
in Catholicism from the Roman, the secular, the 
despotic, and go their own way towards God; 
abandoning the expectation of a Christian Unity 
which is visible, and working as best they can for’ 
that unseen unity of spirit which is not to be 
bodied forth in visible form until every travesty of 


Common Prayer.’ 


relagion, and every perversion of Christ, shall hawe 
passed away from the earth for ever.” We canmot 
be as hopeless as this, and no Christian may | 
despair aT te possibility. of complete reunion. 
But the reformation of Rome must come first; 
there are some small signs that it is coming. For 
that reformation we must work and pray, and, 
moreover, in our efforts after reunion with each 
other, we must do nothing to shut the door to com- 
plete reunion later on. \\hat has been said of 
Kkome may be said, mutatis mutandis, of the 
Eastern Church. 

There are other hindrances to reunion: the 
widespread ind fierence to religion ts one; as that 
disappears we shall begin to care that we are so 
divided. On the other hand, that indifference is 
a call to unity. Political differences constitate 
another hindrance. For us in England tt ts an 
unfortunate fact that the Church of England is all 
too largely identified with one political party, the 
Nonconformists with another. Years ago Church 
rites and bunal Jaws embittered our relations ; 
that cause of bitterness has been removed. To- 
day it is the question of the Establishment or of the 
Schools. There are two sides to these questions, 
questions which must not be discussed here. But 
there 1s also a way out of the difficulty, and as 
servants of Christ, we must strive to find it. The 
present position is creditable to neither side, and 
it is fuule to :gnore these sources of friction in our 
quest of unity. 

llow can we contribuce to the unity that we 
seek? We can pray: together and apart; but 
why not together? We can unite in those causes 
of charity and social reform which call for common 
action ; we can refrain from seeing in our mutual 
social activities efforts after proselytism which 
but very rarely exist. We can discuss our differ- 
ences; we can and we ought to get into activity 
the last Lambeth suggestions. And in our dis- 
cussions we can remember that we are not merely 
the advocates of a cause, but seekers after unity. 
Above all, and it is a truism worthy of reiteration, ' 
we can exercise charity, the charity that really 
loves, that really hopes, that rarely suspects, and 
that never despises. We must work for a real 
understanding of each other's position, for a 
fundamental unity and a ready co-operation, and, 
as far as may be, for corporate and visible union. 
Visible union would be the grandest object-lesson 
tothe world. “See how these Christians love one 
another’’ would cease to be a sneer, and become 
a call to the world to accept the tie that binds—the 
faith of Christ. 


S. GUY WARMAN. 


That spiritual blessings may be continued to our nation, and that love of the Word of God 
and the will of God may increase and abound. | 

For the overthrow of the present Roman Catholic invasion of England and her Colonies. 
For a setting forth of the simplicity of the Gospel on the part of the Christian ministry. 


For all engaged in the work of Scripture distribution and Evangelisation on the Continent of 
| Europe and elsewhere, especially in Russia. 
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Notes. 


THe arrangements for the Sixty-thid Annual 
Conference of the Evangelical Alliance ( British 
Organization) are now complete. Following 
the World Missionary Conference, which met 
in the Scotch capital, demonstrating the unity 
underlying the Missionary forces of Christendom, 
and contributing a valuable impetus to the 
cause of Christian Union generally, it is a 
happy coincidence that the Annual Conference 
of the Evangelical Alliance is mecting in the 
Irish capital. Many will turn to Dublin with 
prayerful desire for the witness of the presence 
and power of the Holy Spirt. The main 
theme of the Conference, ‘‘The Problem of 
Unity,” is a subject calling for earnest con 
sideration at the present time. The recent 
Papal Encyclical, the cause of widespread 
offence to Protestants in Germany ; the Euchar. 
istic Congress in Montreal, at which advantage 
has been taken publicly to insult Protestantism, 
despite the hospitality extended to the Congress 
by the City of Montreal; and the recent 
abolition of the King’s Royal Declaration 
against Transubstantiation, are features among 
many calling for the closer union of earnest 
Christians around the Word, of God and th: 
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. The main 
theme of the Conference, “The Problem of 
Unity,” will occupy three days (October 18th- 
zoth), during which many aspects of the present 
religious outlook will be discussed by able 
speakers. Jord- Kinnaird is to preside at the 
opening meeting of welcome on Monday even- 
ing, October 17th, and there is great satisfaction 
in the fact that, among other prominent 
speakers, Prebendary Webb-Peploe is taking 
a leading part in the proceedings, and has con- 
sented to remain throughout the Conference. 


ARCHDEACON Mappen and Dr. George 
Hanson are meeting with a warm welcome in 
Canada, and are addressing large and en- 
thusiastic gatherings. At- the moment of 
writing they should be travelling to Prince 
Albert and Saskatoon, the principal cities of 
the Province of Saskatchewan. Prince Albert 
is 600 miles from Winnipeg, and Winnipeg 
is about 2,000 miles from Quebec. It will 
be realized how extensively our represen- 
tatives are travelling in Canada to further 
the cause of Unity and Co-operation, and in 
the light of the Eucharistic Congress in Montreal, 
they are in Canada, at an opportune and, 
we doubt not, a divinely appointed time. — 

A conversazione and public meeting will be 


held im London on ‘Tuesday evening, 
November 22nd, to welcome Archdeacon 
Madden and Dr. Hanson back from Canada. 


We speak for this meeting a large attendance 


Tre following cutting, taken from a Montreal 
paper, evidences the light in which the Pro 
testantism of England is being held up before 
Roman Catholics in Canada. After stating 
that “ Protestantism is a soulless religion, with 
no spirit or life, and that it is fast dying out,” 
&c., Father Bernard Vaughan said (we quote 
from a Montreal paper) : 


“In the opening of this discourse I reminded you that 
it was the so-called genius of I'rotestantiom in the ox 
teenth century to invent a form of Christianity without 
sacrifice. In this present century the most active, ener 
getic and rveslous party among Protestants, the High 
Church party, has discovere:! the fatal mistake that was 
made by the reformers of a past generation. Instew! 
of calling, with those gone by, the Mass a blasphemous 
fable and a dangerows deceit, these High Church 
Anglicans declare the Mas: to be a trae, proper anid 
propaliatory sacnhice, which iw the very soul of true 
religion, Only yesterday I was rea ling how three High 
Church vicars of Brighton have chosen to resign their 

rishes rather than conform to the orders of their 

ishop to repress the adoration of the Eucharist 
reserved by him for ose of the sick 

**In a word, the Protestantiom of to-day is dividing 
itself into (wo sections in England. There is the section 
influenced by Kateonalism, and the section believing m 
revelation and authority. The former is drifting away 
to Agnosticism, while the latter party is creeping lack to 
Catholicism. Let us extend a helping hand to those 
who are feeling their way back, back to the Old 
Tradition, and let us pray and labour that before very 
long, in the cathedrals, minsters, and abbeys that girdle 
the Motherland, our island home. the soul-giving 
Sacrifice of the Mass may again be offered, and that 
our people may once more be united through the same 
Sacrifice and same Sacraments to the Clristianity as it 
was instituted by our Lord and Sayiour Jesus Christ,” 


The address from which this extract is taken 
has naturally caused an outburst of indignation 
on the part of the Protestant community in 
Canada. Hitherto the utmost goodwill has 
been shown by Protestants in Canada for all 
that concerns the religious interests of Roman 
Catholics. We are not aware that there has 
been any desire or attempt on the part of 
Canadian Protestants to cast aspersions on the 
religion of their Roman Catholic fellow-citizens, 
or in any other way to violate their feelings. 
In this light the attack is the more ungenerous, 
and savours of the bigotry too often attributed to 
Protestants. Neither Father Bernard Vaughan 


‘nor the religion he represents will ultimately 


profit by this exhibition of unbridied elo- 
quence. 
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We learn that in answer to an anti-clerical 
speech delivered by the Mayor of Rome on the 
occasion of the fortieth anniversary of the fall 
of the Pope’s temporal power, the Pope ad- 
dressed a letter to the Vicar of Rome expressing 
his deep sorrow. The letter charges the Mayor 
of Rome “with solemnly recalling the anni- 
versary of the day on which the sacred rights of 
Pontifical sovereignty were trampled upon” (we 

uote from the Daily Telegraph), and with 
Tosio ‘to offend the doctrines of the Catholic 
faith, the Vicar of Christ, and the Church 
itself.” Against this “accumulation of ne 
pieties” the Pope indignantly ests, calling 
the attention of the “ faithful ae the whole 
world to “the constant and ever-growing 
offences against religion,’ which, the Pope states, 
“are perpetrated even by public authorities 
in the very See of the Roman Pontiff.” 

The Mayor's reply to the Pope is interest- 
ing and instructive reading. Would that the 
civic authorities of Montreal and other 
British capitals were as awake as Italy and 
other countries appear to be! What Adam 
Smith (who was not a Protestant contro- 
versialist) says in his “ Wealth of Nations’ is 
true :-— 


** The constitution of the Church of Rome is the most 
formidable combination that ever existed against the 
authority and security of civil government, as well as 
against the liberty, reason, and happiness of mankind.” 

The following is a summary of the Mayor of 


Rome's speech, translated from the Corriere 
della Sera :— 


se Nathan began by saying that he did not 
speak only in the name of Rome, but in the name of the 
entire province, both being united in thew endeavours to 
realize the aspirations of the people. He wished. to lay 
stress on the pilgrimage which would be made to Rome 
im the coming year, not only by Italians, but by repre- 
sentatives of all nations, to commemorate the anniversary 


of the day when Rome once again became the capital of 
ltaly. <This pilgrimage would be in strong contrast with 
another which would effectively demonstrate the differ. 
ence between the Kome of their own day and the Rome 
of a former time. In the year 1569 another pilgrimage 
had been made fo Kome, and all nations were 
represented in it. These pilgrims had been called 
together in connection with a solemn affirmation of the 
Catholic faith, and in the Church of St. Peter they 
listened to the promulgation of the doctrine of Papal 
infallibality. 

** This was the last great concourse of the kind which 
took place in this city. Compare that pilgrimage with 
the pilgrimage which is to take place next year, end then 
think of the enormous distance which has been traversed 
in the course of forty years. In the Rome of former 
times there were not churches enough for the people to 
pray in, while they called in vain for schools. To-day, 
there is a superabundance of churches, and the number 
of schools is ever increasing! That, Citizens of Rome, 
is the significance of the great change which has been 
wrought ! No one church; no one school; but enlight- 
ened knowledge and freedom of conscience for every 
faith! That is the significance of the Rome of our own 
times 

Bursts of applause frequently interrupted the speech, 
and at its conclusion the Mayor received an enthusiastic 
ovation. 


A LARGE and representative meeting was 
recently held at Bath to protest against the 
continuance of Sunday evening cinematograph 
entertainments at the Palace Theatre in Bath. 
The meeting was an Alliance one, Prebendary 
Boyd and other local ministers taking part. 
The expression of public opinion, courteously 
conveyed, has had the desired effect, and the 
Bath papers have printed a letter from the 


. manager of the cinematograph entertainment 


ns his intention of discontinuing the 
Sunday exhibitions. 

The course taken in Bath is commended to 
other places. We hope to hear of many 
branches of the Evangelical Alliance taking the 
lead or assisting in this direction. 


Evangelical Alliance. (ritish Or;nization.) 
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The Protestant Spanish Campaign 
for Religious Freedom. 


THE policy of the Spanish Cabinet in favour of 
religious’ freedom and the consequent difficulties 
that have arisen with the Vatican have attracted 
the attention of the world. The future of Spain 
largely depends on the way in which the problem 
will be solved. Without in any way associating 
themselves with all the measures adopted by Sr. 
Canalejas, the Spanish Evangelicals believe it to 
be their duty to stand by him, as they believe that 
what he has done is a guarantee of even greater 
steps in the direction of freedom. It is natural 
that Spanish Protestants should be deeply inter- 
ested, as they alone know the great deficiencies of 
existing legislation, and have felt the pernicious 
influence of the intolerant régime over every de- 
partment of national life. They have always longed 
and prayed for true religious liberty as a necessary 
preliminary to other greater blessings. 

It will bly come as a surprise to those 
acquainted with the struggle and strife the opposi- 
tion endured, and the difficulties encountered in 
the life of Spanish Protestants, to learn that they 
have had no small part in forming the opinion 
which is now supporting Sr. Canalejas, and will be 


found on the side of all just movements in the . 


direction of religious liberty. The surprise is not 
wonderful, for we ourselves must say, “ This is the 
Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes.” 
Before the iership of Canalejas the idea 
arose among the ng men connected with the 
Evangelical Churches in Madrid that the time had 


come to interest the public in favour of liberty of 


worship, then obscured by other questions, and to 
romiadl Sr. Moret of his promises, for it is proverbial 
that among Spaniards good intentions are “not 
always equalled by performance. We needed a 
broader platform than any already existing. Al- 
though not in any sense politicians, we were about 
to discuss a national question. A committee em- 
bracing members of all the local Evangelical 
Churches was formed, and Bishop Cabrera and 
Pastor Tornos accepted membership of a consulta. 
tive committee to advise and help us with their 
sympathetic experience. While we were preparing 
to hold our first meeting, the Moret Government 
fell, and although many felt that Sr. Canalejas would 
drop the proposals of Sr. Moret, the committee 
weént forward with its work, for if the fear were 


By Seftior D. Adolfo Araujo 
(One of the | caders). 


pleaders for religious liberiy—it would not have 
allowed our meetings as religious gatherings to be 
announced or _ ly organized. The cause was 
our master. Its wenpopularity, as ut seemed, and 
our insignificance might cause the whole move- 
ment to fail at the beginning. On March trth we 
held ourcfirst meeting in the Theatre Barbieri, 
Madind, where a crowded audience applauded our 
speeches, and adopted a petition to the Govern. 
ment. Our insignificance vanished. We had the 
people with us, and this conviction was confirmed 
on the following day when two of the leading 
journals devoted leading articles to our gathering 
and gave a good account of the speeches. The 
reactionary Press said nothing, and its silence was 
the best proof of our success. 

Our committee then determined to hold meet- 
ings all through Spain in the chief centres of 
population. In Salamanca the first provincial 
demonstration took place on March joth, and we 
had on the platform as a leading speaker a uni- 
versity professor. The enthusiasm of those 
present was surprising; the l’ress was astonished, 
and the Roman Catholic Iishop remarked, “| 
never could have believed that such a meeting 
would have been held in Salamanca.” On Apnl 
oth we arranged for a meeting in Valencia, one of 
the most irreligious of Spanish cities, and when 
we saw more than 2,000 people in the theatre we 
trembled lest they might demonstrate against the 
speakers. Two local leaders of opinion listened 
to our speeches, and when they were called upon 
to express ‘their. vews they, like Saul, almost 
prophesied. Never before naa they spoken 
publicly in favour of Christianity, but now they 
expressed their gratitude to the Christ of the 
Gospel as opposed to the misrepresentation of His 
teaching that had been for long the only con- 
ception of His message. Their discourses made 


' a very deep impression on the multitude. In 


realized, there would be even greater need of our — 


work. 

For the first time we Evangelicals went publicly 
as Evangelicals to the public at large and invited 
the people to hear us. We were able to do this 
as our meetings were technically political and not 
religious—the law of Spain protected us .as 


10! 


Santander and Logrofio, Alcazar de San juan, 
Seville, and Jerez we held meetings, and every- 
where we were heartily welcomed and received the 
support of leading public men. 

Our demonstrations in and Barcelona 
were especially important. In the former town 
the Town Council granted us gra/is the use of the 
large room known as the Lonja in the Town Hall. 
Perfect order prevailed, although the time of the 
meeting coincided with the rupture with the 
Vatican, and the aoe of gathering was opposite 
the Archbishop’s Palace and Seminary. In Bar- 
celona for a week we held many ssetings nightly 
in clubs, and were invited to speak in the Casa del 
Pueblo, the headquarters of the Labour movement. 


ae 


| 
| 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 


Here we delivered our message_and for the firs! 
time the name of Christ was mentioned in this 
building without being accompanied by blasphemy. 
Our final) meeting im the Tivoli Theatre was 
attended by 3,000 people, whose enthusiasm 
scarcely allowed us to speak. 

All the cost of this campaign has been berne 
locally. We have been surprised by the welcome 
we have received throughout the country, and it ts 
plain that we Evangelicals have far more frends 
than we believed. We believe that religious feehng 
is not dead, and if the right. chords are touched it 


will live again. The Gospel of Christ can alone 
revive the Spanish conscience We realize keenly 
our responsibility, and are determimed, with. the 
help and bless:ng of God, in these heart-searching 
times, to do all we can for the sake of the Gospel. 
We appeal! to our foreign friends to remember wus 
in their pravers, and to continue that generous aid 
which is now bearing fruit. “Say not ye, There 
are yet four months and then cometh harvest ’ 
Behold, | savy unto you, Lift up your eyes and 
look on the fields, for they are white already to 
harvest.” 


Evangelisation in Russia. 
Mr. Adam Podin's Letters. 


THE many readers who are following with praver- 
ful interest the work of Mr. Adam l’odin in Kussia 
will be glad to read the following letter, and to 
know that M-. lodin has fully recovered trom his 
recent indisposition. 

Accel, 27th, 1910. 

I am giad to say that I returned home much 
strengthened in soul, body,and spint. Thechange 
of air, climate, salt baths, and plenty of the finest 
Crimea fruit has done much good to me so that | 
feel quite a real change. My sickness has been 
much slackened, so that 1 can do my work without 
hesitation. I had a very blessed time in the 
prisons at Sevastopol, Simferopol, Teodosia, 
Berdyansk, Melitopol. | had to pass one prison 
over, and that was Marivpol, for this reason, that | 
did not find a ship that would take me over with- 
out waiting some days. In Berdiansk | ran short 
with my books, but the books were ordered from 
Marnupol, and were taken by one of my friends to 
Berdyansk, and he obtained permissien through 
me to distribute them to those prisoners that did 
not receive them. 

All the way I felt the “ost wonderful leading of 
the Lord. In Simferopol there arose some difti- 
culty, that Thad to wait some days before the 
prison doors were opened to me, but in the mean- 
time | could preach to the Russians in their 
church, and they were much blessed. 

One night I met an old lady friend of dear Dr. 
Kaedeker, Frau von Hubner, who has accom- 
panied the doctor to various prisons and towns. 
| managed so far that she could be my interpreter 
in some of the languages. She was a good inter- 
preter, because she spoke with tears, and brought 
the Gospel truths right home to the poor prisoners. 
We had two meetings, one where there were 
ninet y-eight, and the other ninety-six, all condemned 
to lifelong penal servitude with hard labour, all 
having lost their civil rights, all without mercy and 
put in chains that can only be taken off. one day 
after death. ’ 

The Lord blessed us most wondrously, so that 
my interpreter was much blessed in her own soul. 
In another prison, after | had visited them and 
had a blessed meeting and had left for another 
prison, the chief warder sent after me asking me 
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to see him once more. After finishing my work in 
the other prison I went to see him. He said the 
prisoners would not give bim rest until they had 
seen me once more. I went in to them. They 
said, “ Are these the real New Testaments? Is 
what you have said taken from the Book? What 
is your name? Please write it in the New Testa. 
ments.” So 1 had another meeting with the same 
men and women, when | answered all their ques- 
tions. Then they were very thankful and satisfied. 
they bad heard of the New Testament, but had 
never seen and never had one. Among the 
Russians you would not find amongst 2,000 
prisoners two men that had seen the New Testa- 
ment, much less possessed a copy. 

In Berdjansk I said in a large meeting to my 
hearers that theré is none of them so awful and 
deep sunk in sin upon whom | would not fall on 
duis neck and bring him to Jesus if it would be 
possible in this way to save him. One man, with 
iroken heart and tears in his eyes, stepped out 
wnd fell round the neck of my interpreter and 
Legged, ‘ Please bring mre to Jesus ; bring me to 
Jesus!” The soldiers that accompanied us tore 
him away from the neck and put him in the row 
again. Then I tried to make the way of salvation 
us plain as possible and left them, some crying, 
some rejoicing, some doubting. 

The last prison was Melitopol. I had again a 
mimster of the Gospel as my interpreter. There 
we found only 173 prisoners of various nationalities. 
hey were arranged in four meetings. Two men 
that were busy unpacking my books overheard 
from our conversation with the governor of the 
wy about my work. They laughed about this ; 

ut soon they heard the Gospel, and the Spirit 
laid hold of some of them, and especially of one 
of the scoffers. He had very probably never heard 
the Gospel before. He listened with tears. He 
thanked me so much and said, “ This is just what 
| need.” .He has been a schoolmaster and had 
fallen in with the revolutionaries, and now had to 
learn the Truth as a scholar himself. I thanked 
God for His wondrous help and blessing, and the 
day following started for home. , 


‘Yours in Christ Jesus, 


A. PODIN. 
@ 
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A Visit to the Waldensian Church 
Synod at Torre Pellice. 


ONE cannot fail to be intensely interested by a 
visit to the Synod meetings of the Waldensian 
Church annually held at Torre Pellice, in the 
north-west corner of Italy. 

Only those who have visited the Waldensian 
Valleys can fully appreciate their beauty. They 
igre seven m number, the mountains on either side 


By the General Secretary. 


groammye emitted by the rushing of the torrent 
over the boulder strewn bed of the rer 

Wyle, in hrs “ History of Protestantism,” tells 
us that “ bLvery valley 1s a fortress, having its own 
gate of ingress and egress, with us caves and 
rocks, forming places of retreat and shelter, so 
that the huchest engineering skill could not have 


TORRE PELLICE. The Waldensian Church and Synod House. (in the background Mt. Vandalino.) 


being clothed with the vine, chestnut, and walnut 
trees, the valley between being carpeted with rich 
pasturages and cornfields, watered by rushing 
streams, and dotted about with peaceful dwellings. 
The valleys possess appropriate names. Lucerna 
is the Valley of Light, Rosa the Valley of Dews, 
Pomona the Valley of Apples, and Angrogna the 
Valley of Groans, this valley receiving its name, 
not on account of the persecutions which its earlier 
inhabitants endured, but owing to the curious 


better adapted each several valley to its end.” 
The description is accurate, and on visiting the 
district one cannot fail to be impressed with the 
fact that a stronger than human hands and a wiser 
than human miads foresaw the scenes which this 
district was destined to witness, and planned 
accordingly. To those who desire to know 
‘more of the history of the Waldenses and their 
valleys, | can heartily recommend a pamphlet 
entitled ** The Waldenses” (1d.), which has been 
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ublished by the Central Committee in England 
f the Waldensian Church Missions, 118, Pall 
Mall, London, S.W. 

Torre Pellicé, the ecclesiastical capital of the 
Walkdensian Valleys, is about thirty-five miles from 
Turin. The journey is scarcely an interesting or 
enlivening one, but the town itself 1s full of interest, 
especially during the week \annually set apart for 
the meetings of the Waldensian Church Synod. 
The Synod House and the handsome church stand 
side by side, while the very streets testify by their 
names to the men and martyrs of early days, whose 
brave stand for truth lighted the candle of Evan- 
gehcalsm in Italy, the light of which continues 
to burn more brightly as successive years roll 
on 

Un reaching Torre Pellice it becomes evident, 
even to the ordinary tourist, that some event of 
more than usual interest 1s in progress, as not only 
is hotel and apartment accommodation taxed to its 
utmost, but the quaint streets and hillside roads 


are scen to be at times alive with people. The 


number is not so large as that to be found at 
Hlankenburg, in Thuringia, a little town closely 
resembling Torre Pellice, accommodating some 
2,000 Christians from all parts of Europe, but chiefly 
(cermany, who annually attend the Evangelical 
Alliance Convention held there during the month 
of August. But Torre Pellice is annually attracting 
larger numbers, and it has to be borne in mind that 
the Waldensian families in all parts of Italy, and 
even beyond, have homes and houses in the valleys 
to which they annually come during the summer 
months. Il asked Parson Muston, the President of 
the Waldensian Church Missions, why the annual 
Synod was not held in Rome, quickly learning the 
good reason already given. 

Having referred to Pastor Muston, so well known 
and beloved in England, | may mention here that 
he has lately returned from a very successful tour 
in the United States of America. Father Bartoli 
accompanied Pastor Muston for a lecturing tour, 
but I-was grieved to hear that he suffered a break- 
down in health similar to that experienced in 
England, having to cancel all engagements. 
Father Bartoli is at present in Florence, in charge 
of the work there instituted by Sig. Comandi. Pastor 
Muston told me that an interesting result of his 
visit to America was the gift by a wealthy American 
lady of a handsome new Waldensian Church in 
Rome, to seat, 1 believe, some 1,200 persons. The 
gift approximates the handsome sum of £40,000, 
and the entire amount is for the purpose stated 
only. Surely all will rejoice in this act of liberality, 
permitting the.erection in the Eternal City, within 
sight of the Vatican, of a worthy memorial of past 
persecutions for the Truth’s sake, and an incentive 
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to the entire Evangelical forces in Italy, especially 
the historic and Apostolic Church of the Wal. 
denses, to whom we can look with assurance for 
yet greater usefulness in the Evangelisation of 
Italy. 

To return to the Synod. | was joined in Italy 
by Bishop Hassé¢ ( Presiding Bishop of the Moravian 
Church in England), and together we were the 
yuests of the Synod at one of the charming hotels 
situated in the valleys. We were met on arrival 
by Pastor Chauvie, himself a native of the valleys, 
who recently visited Great Britain as the re- 
presentative of the Waldensian Church Missions. 
Pastor Chauvie is stationed in an interesting spot. 
His church is at Rio Marina, on the historic Isle 
of Elba. 

A brief account of how the Synod is conducted 
may prove of interest. The folldwing is from an 
authoritative source : A fortnight before the opening 
of the session the body of pastors assembled to 
examine into the faith of the candidates for the 
ministry appoint commissions, composed of min- 
isters and laymen, to examine all the papers and 
accounts of the various administrations of the 
Church, and report upon them in writing. The 
reports of the administrations themselves are 
printed and widely distributed. These administra- 
tions are: the Table, which refers to the Churches 
of the valleys and to those of the Waldensian 
Colonies of America and on relations with foreign 
Churches ; the Commission, which reports on the 
other Churches ; the Council of Theology, which 
governs the theological faculty in Florence : and 
the Hospital Commission, to which is assigned the 
administration of hospitals and orphanages. The 
Synod examines point by point the report of the 
administration to which it refers and the others 
successively. Then follow the deputations from 
foreign Churches, influential and numerous. There 
are frequently also reports on special subjects, 
prepared by special commissions, then come 
various motions from Churches or individuals 
arranged by a commission nominated at the be- 
ginning of the Synodal session. Since 1855 the 
Table has no longer acted as a Chair, but the 
office-bearers are elected by the Synod itself at 
the first sitting, and consists of seven members, of 
which two at least are laymen. The sittings are 
all public, and attended by a numerous audience 
(when Bishop Hassé and I spoke there were quite 
400 to 500 present). The opening service of the 
Synod is the consecration of new ministers (I was 
grieved to learn that there were but two this year, 
and few, if any, are in prospect); this takes place 
on Monday, the opening day. The reception of 
foreign delegates takes place on Thursday morn- 
ing, while the Synod closes on Friday afternoon 
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the last work being the election of the administra 
tions referred to above 

The day appointed for the reception of delegates 
proved an interesting one beyond qualification 
As we understood that the proceedings commenced 
at 9 a.m., we were at the Synod Hall in good ume, 
receiving a warm welcome from Pastor Muston, 
who immediately introduced us, first to the Mod- 
erator and then to the Chairman of the Synod, 
Pastor Jiambiccol:, of Turin, and dther friends. 
We found that the Synod had already been sitting 
since 8 a.m. on important business. but at 9 a.m. 
it adjourned, and after a brief break the Synod Hall 
was crowded for the official reception of represent 
atives of foreign Churches. There were some 
twelve in all, .including representatives of the 
(hurch of Scotland, the United Free Church of 
Scotland, the Presbyterian Churches of England 
and Canada. Bishop Hassé represented the 
Moravian Church, and I the Evangelical Alliance. 
One could not but admire the patience of the 
audience, seeing that some twelve addresses fol. 
lowed in quick succession, delivered in one of three 
languages—lItalian, French, and English. but 
heartiness characterized the whole proceedinus, 
and each representative received a warm welcome 
and a patient hearing. The interpreting was of 
the best, although one delegate in praising it took 
the opportunity of reminding the assembly that 
one day we should all speak the same language - 
wisely leaving it an open question as to whether it 
would be English, Italian, or French ! 

At the close of the addresses each representative 
was called upon in turn, receiving from the genial 


A fire, a mist, and a planet, 

A crystal and a cell. 
A jellyfish and a saurian, 

And caves where the cave men dwell ; 
Then a sense of law and beauty, 

And a face turned from the clod— 
Some call it Evolution, 

And others call it God. 


A haze on the far horizon, 
The infinite tender sky, 
The ripe, rich tints of the cornfields, 
And the wild geese sailing high; 
And all over upland and lowland 
The charm of the golden rod ; 
Some of us call it Nature, 
And others call it God. 


105 


and cultured Chairman a reply on behalf of the 
Synod, Lam in no way minimizing the umportance 
of other deputations if | remark that the reply 
the Evangelical Alliance was couched in warm and 
affectionate terms, in which one was thankful to 
find full recognition of the fact that in the Evan. 
gelical Alhance is bound up the interests of all 
Churches in their relation to the unity of the Body 
of Christ and the work of Evangelisation. 

A luncheon in honour of the guests followed, 
some 150 friends sitting down. At the close there 
was an informal exchange of international 
courtesies, in which oneness in Christ and unity of 
faith and purpose were happily manifest. We 
broke up, it seemed, all too soon, but the Synod 
had to resume its work 

I have omitted to mention the fact that we had 
the pleasure of meeting at Torre Vellice Mr. and 
Mrs. Nott, who have been appointed to the sex 
retarial duties of the Central Committee in England 
for the Waldensian Church Missions. In mention 
ing this | am glad to commend the work to all 
earnest Christians) Roman Catholicism is losing 
its hold on the Continent of Europe. In Italy the 
advance of the light of the Gospel of Christ is 
steady . the candle burns brightly. Italy won for 
Christ '—and there is full religious liberty now 
the very thought is inspiring ; the possibility should 
nerve to individual effort and self-sacrifice. My 
visit has impressed the belief that much in the 
accomplishment of the Evangelisation of Italy hes 
in the organization and work of the Waldensian 
Church and its Missions. 

HENKY MARTYN GOOCH. 


Like tides on a crescent sea-beach, 
When the moon is new and thin, 
Into our hearts high yearnings 
Come swelling and surging in, 
Come from the mystic ocean, 
Whose rim no foot has trod; 
Some of us call it longing, 
And others call it God. 


A picket frozen on duty, 

A mother starved for her brood ; 
Socrates drinking the hemlock, 

And Jesus on the Rood; 
And millions who, humble and nameless, 

The straight, hard pathway trod; 
Some call it Consecration, 

And others call it God. 

Professor Carruth. 
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A New Reformation in France. 


IT pleased the Pope in June last to issue an 
Encyclical in which the Reformers of the sixteenth 
century were described as “men full of pride and 
rebellion, enemies of the Cross of Christ,” and 
much more to the same effect ; but, as often before 
in history, that which the Pope condemns proves 
presently to be one of God's great instruments in 
the widening of the limits of His kingdom upon 
earth. Before the echoes of the latest Papal 
anathemas have died away, the news arrives 
of what may, in God's purpose of grace, prove 
to be the beginning of a new Reformation in 


France. 

What has been called “the silent exodus of the 
priests” has been going on in that country for 
more than ten years. The 1,500 who have actually 
unfrocked themselves do not sufficiently represent 
the extent of the rebelhon against traditional 
dogmas and ecclesiastical despotism. Multitudes 
of priests who still cling to their office, believing 
that the Church of Rome can be reformed from 
within, will presently discover that Rome is never 


reformable. Dédire détruire. \f you contra- 
dict and correct, what remains is not Rome at all. 
That is a growing opimion among French priests, 
and if only a livelihood were easily obtainable, the 
number who come out would be tenfold. 

There is, beyond doubt, a great opportunity just 
now for the Gospel in France. The Protestant 
bodies have heid the fort, after their fashion, for 
centuries, and may properly claim sympathetic 
respect from all evangelical Christians. But the 
feeling becomes stronger every year that what is 
needed is a religious movement on broader lines, 
and in fuller harmony with the genius of the 
French people. The type will not be German in 
its theology, nor English in its want of passion ; 
more probably it will be Gallic in its fervour and 
zeal. 

The proposal of some of the ex-priests of France 
to unite their brethren who, rejecting the Papacy 
and all its works, yet remain Christian, into a 
regiment of Gospel preachers, may be said now to 
have taken a definite shape. It may be.described 
as the “day of small things,” but history and 
experience, as well as Holy Scripture, bid us not 
despise it. The work carried on under the direc- 
tion of Mons. Léon Revoyre and his committee in 
Paris has passed beyond the initial stages. It is 
prepared now to go forward to the accomplishment 
of its great evangelistic design. Its organ, Ze 
Chrétien Libre, has for nearly three years been 
sowing the seed, being edited by Mons. Revoyre 
on alternate months specially for gratuitous distri- 
bution among priests, and now the definite work of 
organizing a strong band of able and godly men as 
preachers has begun. In the Rue des Vanves, in 


Paris, a suitable hall and other premises will be 
opened next month for regular yo by ex- 
priests, and at the same place, the Maison Hos- 
pitali¢re, for those desiring to join in the movement, 
and the editorial offices of Le CArétien Libre will 
be completely furnished and arranged for the 
campaign. 

It is notable that those who are associating 
themselves with the work are not only the younger 
men, mostly under forty years of age, but they are 
also the thinkers—students, professors, writers, and 
men of proved capacity. Several of those who 
have offered their services as preachers for the 
coming winter are men who would command dis- 
tinction in any religious community. 

But the spirit in which they begin, and the plan 
which they propose to make fundamental, claim 
yet greater attention and sympathy fromzall true 
followers of Christ. First, they do not intend to 
found a new ecclesiastical organization. Upon 
this they are clear and unanimous. They feel no 
callto set up a new Church. Still less do they 
desire to make proselytes to Protestantism, or to 
any existing religious body. Forsaking the 
hierarchy on one side and traditional ritual on the 
other, they face the one supreme fact of the immce- 
diate relation of the human soul to its Saviour and 
Mediator. Their one aim will be to set Christ 
before men as the one hope of the soul, its life, its 
strength, its light, its all. “ Other foundation can 
no man lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ.” This will be the burden of the appeal of 
those who have found liberty in Christ to their 
brethren who are bound hand and foot in the 
fetters of traditionalism. 

Their plan is, therefore, to form “ Free Christian 
Brotherhoods” of those who are willing to associate 
together for the study d€ the historical Gospels and 
to pray for the outpouring of the Holy Ghost on 
themselves and upon Frafce. They will neither 
drag eg out of churches nor force them into 
churches, being persuaded that when the great 
principle of a personal relation to Jesus Christ is 
realized the Spirit of God will settle the question of 
Church connection and duty. 

Few religious movements of our time seem more 
fraught with hope than this. It is obvious that 
men who have themselves been priests can appeal 
most effectively to the slaves of the Roman system, 
offering them liberty in Christ. It is a work which 
all devout Christians ought to pray for and fo 
support as they are able. It is a time, too, when 
Christians should be hopeful and charitable in their 
judgments. Many of the “unfrocked” have, un- 
fortunately, forsaken the faith and passed into 
unbelief. But we may well pray that our brethren 
who have undertaken the great task we have 
described, and who desire to be winners of souls, 


-may continue faithful, and that their efforts may 


be marked by spiritual power and crowned with 
success. E. J. DUKES. 
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The Blankenburg Conference 1910. 


Tue natural world and the spiritual have many 
links the one with the other, the same spirit 
brooding over both, and working in both to tf glory 
of God and the well-being of man. The old creation 
and the new, understood in the light of the Holy 
Spirit's teaching, are closely allied, as a careful 
study of the analogies and harmonies of the in- 
spired Word abundantly proves. It is this fact 
which makes natural surroundings so he! pfu! often- 
times to spiritual enjoyment and stimulus. The 
Keswick Convention owes much to the charms of 
nature in the midst of which its tents are reared. 
Equally the Blankenburg Conference is in- 
debted to the God-given beauty which everywhere 
lends enchantment to the scene of its assembling. 
It is, as Cowper puts it— 
‘* The calm retreat, the silent shade, 


With prayer and praise agree, 
And seem by Thy sweet bounty made 
For those who follow Thee.” 


Other than natural beauty gives peculiar interest 
to Blankenburg. It is closely knit with Luther- 
land. Witbin easy reach are the historic towns of 
Eisenach, Erfurt, Eisleben, and the famed castle 
of Wartzburg, where thé great Reformer was con- 
fined so long, from whence he went forth to give 
to the world an open Bible and a reformed faith. 
God has often made small places as well as weak 
instruments the means Of large blessing, repro- 
ducing in the economy of His grace the prophet's 
eulogium en Bethlehem Ephratah of old, which, 
though “litthe among the thousands of Israel,” 
was yet the birthplace of the world’s Redeemer, 
and the spot from whence emanated the light 
which illumes the world with its life-giving rays. 

It was assuredly the guiding hand of God which 
led Friulein Von Weling to Blankenburg, and 
there a quarter of a century ago put into her heart 
the desire to start a work having for its aim the 
gathering into one of the children of God who are 
scattered abroad. The seed then sown in weak- 
ness has produced a harvest rich and abundant in 
blessing. The little ome has truly become a 
thousand, for the eight who gathered in 1885 for 
prayerful conference in Fraulein Von Weling’s 
house have become in 1910 more than two 
thousand. Streams of holy influences have mean- 
while gone forth to fertilize and gladden the people 
and the work ef God as well as to win souls to 


Christ. God has greatly used the Conferences ' 


from year to year for the deepening and intensify- 


ing spiritual life, and for the spread of interest in 
and study of His Word among His people in 
(rermany and adjacent lands 

The Conference this year has been marked by 
special interest as being the twenty-fifth of the 
series held since the first start. Frequent refer. 


- ence was made to this fact, and much praise and 


thanksgiving to God was offered for the manifol: 
blessings which through all the years had been s« 
manifestly given. Mention was also made of 
those who from the commencement had been 
associated with Fraulein Von Weling in her work, 
notably of the beloved Dr. Baedeker, who, up to 
the time of his death, had been her constant friend 
and helper. Some of us who have long known 
the Conference recall with peculiar pleasure the 
days when Dr. Baedeker presided over the mect. 
ings with a charm of spiritual force and a warmth 
of brotherly love which found its way to every 
heart. 

Since his death the chair has been occupied by 
Baron von Thuemmler, who presides with admiral le 
skill over the various meetings. Kind and quiet 
in his demeanour as chairman, he is at the same 
time firm and methodical in his lead. The praye: 
and short address with which he opens each 
session are always to the point, and uttered in a 
tone singularly helpful to devout and earnest 
waiting dpon God. Another striking personality 
is Genera von Viebahn, to whom the Con- 
ference owes much for prayerful interest and 
great helpfulness as an earnest and eloquent ex- 
ponent of the Word of God. The General is, 
in God’s hand, an imstrument of widespread 
spiritual power throughout Germany, his work 
among officers in the army, in Evangelistic circles, 
and in Bible readings among al! classes, being 
crowned with Divine blessings in a remarkable 
degree. His place at Blankenburg is unique, and 
is filled with a dignity and grace which commends , 
him to all as exceptionally “2 man in whom the 
Spirit of God is.” 

Many of those who in earlier years were seen 
and heard as leaders in the wor he Conference 
have passed away. Among thefi@he names of 
Count Bernstorff, General von Knobelsdorff, 
Pastors Jellinghaus and Jansen will always be 
remembered with high esteem and warm regard. 
This year the presence of Pastor Stockmayer, also 
one of the oldest friends and co-workers, was 
welcomed greatly, although, to gencral regret, his 
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The Convention ie annually visited by about 2.000 Christians, 


(Bee descriptive article.) 
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representing different Churches and several Countries. 


BLANKENBURG ALLIANCE CONVENTION (Thuringia, Germany). 


The new Convention Hal! and two of the Alliance Houses on the slopes of the lovely Greifenstein. 
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state of ‘health would not allow of his taking the 
prominent part he has occupied in former years 
Another welcome and valued visitor and speaker 
was Pastor Schrenk, whose earnest labours as a 
pastor and evangelist have so long been owned of 
God in many parts of the land. Other speakers 
were Pastors Mascher, Médersohn, Krawilietski, as 
also Pastors Dolman and Francke from Hamburg, 
and Rudsnitzky from Berlin, who, together with 
Rev. G. Wilkinson from London, represented the 
wotk of God among the Jews. 

The subject chosen for this year’s exposition was 
the first three chapters of St. Paul's first Epistle to 
the Corinthians, and round such themes as “ Christ, 
and Him crucified,” the importance of unity and 
the evils of division among the followers of Christ, 
and the necessity for “the demonstration of the 
Spirit and power” in connection with all forms of 
Christian service, and notably with the ministry of 
the Word, the speaking centred throughout. Alli- 
ance principles were kept well to the front, and the 
resolve of the Council to maintain them, and to be 
true to the Gospel of the New Testament, as well 
as to all the Conference has stood for from the first, 
was emphatically and repeatedly affirmed. Modern 
thought, with the spirit of compromise and abandon- 
ment of the sure verities of “the faith once for all 
delivered to the saints” finds no quarter at 


Preach Christ Jesus! 


IN an addgess given at the Northfield General Conference 
of Christian Workers, Dr. J. I. Jowett (of Birmingham, 
taking for his text Colossians i. 28, ‘‘ That we may present 
every man perfect in Christ Jesus,” said : 

**Men and women are to be perfected first of all by 
preaching Christ. Which Christ? The Christ of the 
Old , the incarnate God, the Saviour and Kedeemer 
of men, who came into our ways of limitation, who trod 
the pilgrim path, who was crucified, dead, buried, who 
rose again from the dead, who ascended into heaven, 
and who now lives and works as the all-suthcient 
Sovereign and Lord of men. What Jesus? The Jesu» 
who is here, clothed with power, the fountain of life and 
grace, the all-sufficient spring of love which every- 

y can -be redeemed. That is the Christ whom we 
preach. And if you try to set about perfecting men 
without Christ you may as well try to make a garden 
and leave out the sun. Nothing else can warm through 
the clod and get to the sleeping seed and wake it and 
cause it to burst its cerements and emerge in resurrection 
pomp and glory. Nothing else can get through to the 
sleeper. Nothing else can call the sleeper out of his 
grave. Nothing else can do it. My brother, these are 
not soft and foolish negations; they are the heartfinding» 
of hard, bitter, costly experience. Leave out Christ and 
what have you? You ministers, leave out Jesus, leave 
out the Redeemer, what have you left? Glittering ideals 
are not sufficient. Sonorous Emersonian maxims are 
not going to wake the dead. I went into a little church, 
perhaps — to say I went into a little house, some 
time ago in which a little company was trying to do the 
work of perfecting men with maxims. I found maxims 
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Blankenburg, which by the grace of God will long 
abide a centre of Christian Catholicity, but also of 
unswerving loyalty to the infailible revelation 
given to us in the Scriptures of Trath. 

Meetings for prayer abounded during the Con- 
ference and were largely attended, as wel! as 
marked by much fervour and simplicity of faith in 
God as the Hearer of prayer. it was good to see 
representatives of the Church of Christ from Russia, 
Holland, Sweden, and other countries, and to 
realize true fellowship-with them im praise and 
prayer, as well as in the truths proclammed. 

Warm welcome was given to the writer as a 
delegate from the British Council of the Evan. 
gclical Allhhance, as well as an mvited guest of the 
Blankenburg Committee, and hearty greetings 
were sent to English fellow-Chnstians, together 
with expressions of desire for closer brotherhood 


and co-operation in every possible way. Germany ts 
not only a great country, but great things are 
doing in it for the Name of Christ, and by the 
Spirit of God. To those of every Church who 
own the Head, do we not say with heart and voice, 
“ Peace be to the brethren, and love with faith.” 
With whole-hearted affection we rejoice in thew 
prosperity, and bid them God-speed im the name 


of the Lord ' 
Wwe. FULLER (,00CH. 


from Emerson, Browning, one or two from I'lato, but 
nothing from Christ. Maxims wake the dead? You 
might as well take a number of fairy lamps and light 
them, put them on a ering. and swing them over t 
garden of sleeping seeds and expect the seeds to a 
in summer pomp and glory as to expect to wake t 
ititually lead without the Christ. 

“* And. if I may be allowed to say here what I have 
said once in my own country~-and I say it frst of all for 
my own warning and then for you~ it is one thing to do 
Christian work and it is another thing to preach Christ. 
To give a poor man a better house is Christian work ; it 
is not Christ. To give men better wages is Christan 
work ; it is not Christ. To put a little garden patch at 
his gate, as we are trying to do in our country. » Chris 
tiag work ; it is not Christ. It is no more Christ than a 
free library is Mr. Carnegie. It is no more Christ than 
the gift is the giver. When we have given a man a 
better house, better wages, and a garden patch —and it is 
a blessed and gracious wag ee do all that—we have only 
prepared the way of the d, and the Lord is yet to 
come. When we have done Christian work, we have 
still to preach Christ, and the only way in which Chris. 
tian men can do Christian work is so to do their work 
that then they can present Christ to do the saving work 
of grace. You and I can only carry gas jets-—if indeed 
we can carry them—but we cannot carry the sun. We 
can do little things here and there, and it is blessed and 
gracious to do them, but we cannot make substitutes for 
the sun. If we leave out Jesus the Redeemer, whatever 
else we bring in—I repeat my figure-—it will not warm 
through. It will not get to the sleeping seed. It will 
not wake the dead.” . 


* 
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The Atoning Work of our Lord Jesus Christ.’ 
By the Right Rev. H. C. G. Moule, D.D., 


“ ATONEMENT” is an old English word, meaning 
Reconciliation—-the bringing two parties together 
who have been at variance. In the case of our 
Lord’s work for us the word means the way in 
which He brought us and God into peace together. 
We had sinned and aggrieved God. God is 
Eternal Personal Law. When law is broken, it 
demands satisfaction, because right has been 
violated; and so guilt, which means desert of 
punishment, has arisen. What the Atoning Lord 
undertook was so to deal on our part with the 
broken Eternal Law that we might be relieved of 
our guilt, and welcomed by Eternal Love. 

The problem He dealt with had two sides. How 
shall man, the sinner, come to God in submission 
and love? How shall God look in peace and 
pardon upon the sinner, man? The work of 
Christ, according to the Bible record, dealt with 
that last side first, and so got round to the first 
side. He undertook first to deal with God’s claim 
of broken law. Then, and so, He dealt with 
man’s heart, and brought it submissive and loving 
to the feet of God. To-day | speak most of what 
He did to make our peace with God. But a few 
words at the end will be spoken upon His power 
upon our wills, to bring us to seek and find that 
peace, as repenting sons, at a Father's feet. 

Now first a few words about guilt. I mean by 
guilt once more the burthen upon man’s soul 
which comes of having sinned and being under 
God's displeasure. At the present day the sense 
of guilt is faint and weak to what it was. In the 
7imes newspaper last w nter there was an article 
on a murder case. The accused man had been 
acquitted for lack of clear proof. Some one, said 
the Zimes, must have done the murder, and in 
former days we should have expected confidently 
that such murderer would ‘sooner or later confess 
under the dreadful burden of his guilt. But men 
do not think so much that way now. We shall 
probably hear no more of it. So said the 7imes. 
In other words, the sense of the awfulness of sin 
as guilt has grown faint and weak compared to 
what it was. To have killed a man (or, in this 
case, a woman) would probably be felt no longer 
to be a terror to the conscience, like an avenging 
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_ we have hit the grass instead ? 


Lord Bishop of Durham. 


angel tracking down the guilty one. Men do not 
think so much as they did in that style now. The 
fact, if such it is, if the Zimes newspaper is night, 
is a gloomy fact for the future of human society. 
Perhaps that reflection may remind us that the 
sense of guilt, which has for long ages acted as a 
dark but salutary protector of mnght, bears marks 
of a divine origin. It was given man for man's 
ood by the Author of man’s nature. It will be 
ill for man if it wanes and dies. 

Another example let me give you of this 
tendency to take a weaker view of the hatefulness 
and awfulness of sin. In an excellent and earnest 
address on Christian work, I lately read one 
sentence which gave me a painful shock. It spoke 
aright of the need of a deep sense of sin. But it 
went on to say: Do not let us think of sin in too 
hard a fashion. We will not look on it so much as 
wicked word and wicked deed, but rather as a 
missing God's mark, and falling short of God's 


‘ will. Now sin indeed does go amiss from God's 


mark : but is that an adequate account of it? Is 
it well to give up thinking of it as wicked ward, 
wicked deed, abominable, calling for ore 
from above’? The very words “ missing the mark” 
seems almost to imply that we aim at the mark, 
though badly. But do you really think that sin is 
the result of a bad aim at God's will? Does the 
fornicator, the adaltefer, aim at God's will only a 
little too much to the left? Does the liar, the foul 
talker, the slanderer, make a shot at God's will, 
only with a badly feathered arrow? Do we, when 
we are selfish, when love of self makes us hard to 
others, ready to wound them and oppress them, 
really mean to hit God’s target, only, unfortunately, 
few questions 
to the heart like these may remind us that if sin 
ceases to give us a sense of guilt, there is some- 
thing dangerously wrong with our conscience and 
ourselves. 

Were you ever convinced of sin by the power of 
the Holy Ghost? Did you ever, perhaps in a 
silent hour alone, find a veil Lfted from your real 
self, so that you saw yourself in the white light of 
the purity of God? If you ever did, I know that 
no talk about merely “missing the mark” would 
express your feelings. You would groan out, like 
the man in the parable, “O God, be merciful to 
meastnner. If Thou possibly canst, be merciful 
to such a heart.”” Yes, you would wonder if mercy 
were possible. There is a saying in heathen China 
which is worth thinking over by us professing 
Christians :“* When man has sinned, there is no 
place for prayer.” Even heathen consciences see 
the awfulness of sinning ; and not knowing God’s 
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way of mercy, they feel as if there could be no 
mercy, as if it were vain to ask for it. 

Frnends, think of this. Conviction of sin is a 
dark tunnel, but it leads to light. In conviction of 
sin and judgment countless hearts have found the 
force which brought them to the Cross of Jesus 
for there, and only there, is the answer which 
meets the needs of the sin-stricken heart. There 
Eternal Personal Law--I mean the living and 
holy God—replies to the question, “Can a Holy 
God be merciful to my sin ’” 

And now what is the reply? I point you to that 
great passage of the Divine Book, Isaiah liii. It 
is a remarkable chapter; it depicts a mysterious 
Sofferer submitting to wrong, and outrage, and 
death, though Himself sinless. It speaks of Him 
as not only done to death by man, but stricken 
and smitten by God ; and it represents all this as 
taking place on purpose that the sins of sinners 
might be carried away from them to Him, laid 
on Him, transferred to Him, as to the pain and 
woe due for them. And then al! ends in peace 
and glory. The Sufferer lives and reigns in 
joy, and the transgressors for whom He suffered 
are forgiven and saved. 

This Old Testament chapter is woven, verse by 
verse, into the New Testament. Nearly every 

hrase of it is repeated there. Paul quotes it, and 
Peter, and John, applying it to Jesus their Lord. 
Philip meets the Ethiopian in his chariot; you 
remember, in Acts viii., and (not by accident) the 
Ethiopian ts reading just then Isaiah lili. It was 
God's arrangement, that from that chapter he 
might, with Philip’s help, get a first sight of his 
dying Saviour’s love. Yes, and that Saviour Him- 
self, on the night of His betrayal, stayed Himself 
up by quoting Isaiah liii.; “ It is written, He was 
numbered with the transgressors ; the things con- 
cerning Me have an end. : 

Such is the view of Christ's death for us which 
Christ Himself took. “He was wounded for our 
transgressions”; “all we, like sheep, have gone 
astray, and the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity 
of us all”; “He bore the sins of many.” And 
what does the Bible mean by “ bearing sins” ? 
From a hundred places we find that it means to 
take sin’s consequences. When they fall on the 
sinner, he bears his own sin: when they fall on 
his Lord and Saviour, He bears the sinner’s sin 
for him. The thought is wrapt round with mystery, 
no doubt, but so are countless facts of every day. 
Electricity is a profound mystery; but the tele- 
graph is none the less a fact. Christ's taking our 
place is a mystery ; but our pardon, for His blessed 
suffering’s sake, is none the less a fact. 

Thanks be to Him for that. fact, whatever is the 
mystery behind it. I have sinned, but He has 
suffered ; and now God, who is Eternal Personal 
Law, can, without violating His own holiness, say 
to me, because Christ has suffered, “ Thy sins, 
which are many, are forgiven.” 

What does it mean, my friends? Or, to put 
another question, what does it not mean? Things 
are said sometimes about the Atonement in order 
to deny it or disprove it which the Bible never 

ives excuse for. It is said that it represents the 
ather as’ stern and cruel, and only persuaded 


to have mercy when He could wreak His wrath on 
His mnocent and gentle Son. It is said that it 
looks hke an arbitrary, unfair, artificial comtrivaace, 
by which some one was to be ill-treated in order 
that some one else might get off; but these are 
gross misrepresentations. The Bible always shows 
us the Father as not only Eternal Law, but, also 
and for ever, Eternal Love. “God so loved the 
world, that He gave His only Son.” It was the 
concurrent love of Father and Son, according to 
the Bible, that brought the Son to the Cross for 
us. The Father gave (and oh, be sure it was an 
immeasurable sacrifice to Him to do it), and the 
Son was given, not that a cruel Deity might be 
appeased by that death, and so let us off, but that 
Eternal Law, honoured and satisfied by the death 
of the Law Giver for the law breaker, might set 
free Eternal Love, the Father's mighty love, to 
pour itself out in free forgiveness upon the guilty. 

And it was no arbitrary substitution, as it were 
merely A for IB, or X for Z. !t was the Son of 
Man suffering for man, to whom He, being God, 
had joined Himself when He took our nature. It 
was the Head suffering for the Kody ; it wasthe 
Bridegroom paying the mighty debt for His bride. 
Christ and His Church are one by His blessed 
grace. His work for her, His work for us was no 
mere fiction, no supposed substitution of A for B. 
It was His taking our liabilities upon Him, because 
He had joined us to Himself. - 

Then again, people have said that we teach the 
Atonement as a mere device for letting sinners off, 
just as if they were to go on sinning only with an 
easy mind. “Let us continue in sin that grace 
may abound.” God forgive the thought. The 
Atonement was wrought for all; but its actual 
results are for those who take God at His Word, 
and sue for His peace at the Cross of Jesus. And 
does that leave them where they were? Ask the 
man who, torn to pieces with conviction, has found 
rest in the salvation wrought by a crucified 
Saviour. He knows better. He knows that to 
see his Saviour is to hate sin. He knows that 
nothing so breaks sin's power in bis will as the 


fact that the pardon of it cost Christ His agony, 


and that now Christ lives to be his Master, 
his Lord, his Conqueror, his Friend, nis All. He 
has not saved us and sent us away. He has 
saved us and bound us to Himself as His living 
limbs and loving servants. 

So the Godward side of the Atonement s 
up also its glorious Manward side. To see Christ 
dying for us is the very way to make us long to 
have such a Christ living in us. It makes it our 
deepest joy to think of “living no longer to our- 
selves, but to Him who died for us and rose again.” 

So let us betake ourselves to the old Gospel 
which jis eternally new. Let us make the Cross of 
Jesus our central point of view for everything, and 
we shall see everything else in truer light and at 
the right angle of vision. So may we live—by 
Christ, with Him, and for Him. Then at last we 
shall fall asleep in His very arms. 


**In peace let me resign my breath, 
And Thy Salvation see ; 
My sins deserve eternal death, 
But Jesus died for me.” 


| 
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A Visit to Kieff. 


By John R. Kilburn. —— 


WovuLD that my experience on the way to Kieff 
were symbolical of all that is bitter and cold and 
disagreeable in life! Some two hundred miles of 
desolate steppe lay behind me ; some six hundred 
still remained to be traversed. The line stretched 
through a — ice-bound wilderness, with hardly 
a gradient, hardly an embankment, and far as the 
eye could see. With the exception of a few 
darker spots of brown made on the horizon by 
occasional trees and the smoke-stacks of huts, 
smothered by snow, the earth could only be dis- 
tinguished from the sky by being a shade less grey. 
My last conscious thought aalbins seeking repose 
was one of regret that the hard grasp of frost 
should hold this poor country for so many months 
in the year—hard and dead as granite itself! 
Suddenly there was a jerk, then another. A whole 
series of shocks made every window-pane clatter, 
and threw the passengers who were unprepared 
pell-mell against one another. Then the train 
stopped. It was not until over six hours had 
passed that it could start on its journey again, for 
a wheel of a luggage-waggon had broken, and the 
latter had gone to wreck in the front half of the 
train. Men and implements had to be sent from 
the nearest station to clear the line, and i» the 
meanwhile the passengers who had dressed walked 
about in groups in the cold and dreary dawn, dis- 
cussing the accident. My attention was attracted 
to a wiry old general, who expressed the opinion 
to a guard that it was a miracle that the whole 
train had not left the line and been utterly ruined. 
“Your Excellency,” the guard made answer, “ we 
must thank God forthe /res/. Had this happened 
in summer the wrecked car would have destroyed 
the permanent way the moment it left the lines, 
and every other car would have followed suit ; 
now the former has been dragged along till the 
engine could be stopped, as you see it has broken 
the edges of quite a number of sleepers, and the 
lines remained firm as though they were of one 
Ee with the world itself.” Little indeed do we 

now what we owe to much that we are tempted 
to complain of ! 

The few days spent in Kieff will ever live in my 
mind. Partly because of the associations of the 
far distant past that still live in the city ; partly on 
account of the vivid and unexpected view of the 
present which I obtained in it. 

I wish there were more opportunity for writing 
of the past. Kieff, even in the paleolithic age, 
has been one of the most important centres of 
culture in this part of the world. More relics of 
human activity are found in this neighbourhood 
than in almost any other district in Russia. The 
Museum of Antiquities is full of vestiges of pre- 
historic days ; later on, of a remarkable intercourse 
of Greek and Scythian cultures, then of Byzantine 
and Scandinavian. Kieff is the centre from which 
Christianity spread ; it was here that in 988 the 
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historic figure of Perun, the Slavonic Thor, was 
flung into the Dnieper at the orders of the Prince 
Vladimir, whom the Gospel had transformed from 
a parricide and libertine into a saintly father of his 

ple. Here parts of the oldest Russian 
churches still stand, built by Greek architects sent 
thither by Constantine, the “ Purple-Born.” 
Here are the catacombs in which over a hundred 
of the oldest saints of the Russian Church spent 
their lives in prayer and in the copying of God's 
Word ; most of whose well-preserved remains can 
still be seen by innumerable pilgrims from all parts 
of the empire. One of the mummies has indeed 
even more interest for the. historian than the 
devotee, for it represents the bodily remains of the 
chronicler Nestor, the Russian “ Herodotus,” who 
lived and wrote in the eleventh century, and has 
furnished invaluable sources of information con- 
cerning contemporary Slavonic, Byzantine, and 
even Norse history. 

In addition to the churches of Kieff there are 
many monasteries which vie with one another in 
the possession of “miracle-working” relics and 
the reputation of the greatest sanctity. The 
monasteries of St. Barbara and of the “ Most 
Holy Mother of God” must be mentioned: in par- 
ticular. I have spoken to monks in both these 
places, and have been — saddened by the 
warmth and credulous enthusiasm with which they 
tried to assure me that God has only given the 
supreme miracle-working power to the saints of 
Russia, pre-eminently, however, to those of Kieff ' 
In the second monastery I remarked to a monk of 
higher order that it was sad to see so many more 
candles before the ikons of various saints than 
before those of Christ. He said, “ Yes, but this is 
the one church in all the world where the Blessed 
Virgin has vouchsafed to reside. We have her 
veritable presence here. And you must remember 
that in the Revelation of St. Thomas we read that 
she has more influence with God the Father than 
Christ: for when He pleaded for the souls of un- 
baptized infants, that were doomed to everlasting 
fire, He failed, but she succeeded in saving them.” 
I tried to quote Scripture to him, and he recounted 
legends in reply. At last 1 thought I had cornered 
him, but he settled the discussion by ey 
“Well, anyhow, we have the true CArysm in Kieff, 
which you will find nowhere else in the world. 
And in addition we have the Incorruptible Relics 
of the Holy Prince Vladimir, who has said, ‘ Who- 
ever prays beside my bones, even should he go a 
thousand versts away, I will be with him and 
deliver him from danger.’ God be for ever 
praised that in His great mercy He has allowed 
this monastery to be such a centre of light in the 
dark world.” 

Our conversation, which had been carried on in 
the monastery church, one of the most gorgeous 
in eastern Europe, had to he concluded, as. the 
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service was at an end. The thousands of pilgrims. 
whom their very garb betokened to be from al! 
ome of the empire, withdrew, and the candles, 

rely lit by them, were put out by officious monks, 
who began closing the doors. However, my ac- 
quaimtance of the hour begged me to accept a 
luttie book as a keepsake, and wished me God's 
blessing in parting, that | might “remazn faithful.” 
Wonderful little touch of psychology in that one 
word! A Romanist would have said “ decome 
faithful.” The Orthodox, in spite of al! his super. 
stition and bigotry, is yet, as a rule, careful not to 
condemn members of other Churches. 


I have since been able to look through the 
booklet and have found that it was full of the 
wonders of Kieff. I have, however, recounted 
enough of these to show that to the Russian 

asant Kieff may well be what Mecca is to the 

osiem. It is a curious fact that the sarhe city 
possesses one of the chief universities in the 
empire, which is visited by nearly 5,000 students. 
Their uniforms are everywhere to be seen in the 
streets, which, besides, are very much hke those 
of Berim in outward appearance. It is a curious 
sight, therefore, to see the crowd that hurries 
between the brightly lit shop-windows and rides 
on the large electric tram-cars, interspersed on al! 
hands with motley, groups of peasants in their 
undressed sheepskin coats, with bark sandals on 
their feet, and heavy bags over their shoulders. 

The contrast in face is often as striking as the 
contrast in garb. The educated Kievites, who are 
to a remarkable extent Polish in language and 
nationality, are graceful and superficial in manner, 
indifferent, gay, and, as far as the expression 
reveals, sceptical. The pilgrims, who shuffle along 
so clumsily, and who look so rude and unlettered, 
yet betoken by their very features a deeper and 
more earnest cast of mind. Would that they 
might not be disillusioned! Too many are. ! 
heard of a woman recently who came from a very 
distant province to seek peace of soul. She had 
walked some goo miles, begging her way from 
town to town, with one great aim before her, to 
come and worship Aere. But when she had knelt 
before all the many shrines of this city she was in 
no way more at ease, and in desperate disappoint- 
ment she tried to take her life. Her attempt 
failed, and it happened that she obtained a New 
Testament. She has told a friend of mine that 
she would willingly walk many times the distance 
that separated her from her ies to obtain such 
a Book ! 

- With God’s blessing, many portions of the Word 
of Life will, through the Evangelical Alliance, be 
put into the hands of similar pilgrims. Among 
the “Evangelical Christians” of Kieff there are 
many who are only too thankful to be allowed to 
distribute them in the hospitals and soup-kitchens. 


My first meeting with these “ Evangelical Chris- 
tians of Kieff” will ever be memorable to me. 
When I called on their “ presbyter”—a homely 
and kind-hearted man called Pravoveroff—! found 
two or three other men at tea with him. I was im- 
mediately subjected to a rigorous cross-examination, 
which I at first felt inclined to resent ; but as soon as 
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those present were convinced of my integrity of pur- 
pose, | was shown the heartiest good fellss ship, and 
my questions were answered in turn It turned 
out that one of the men, who had one of the 
saddest and at the same time most peaceful and 
saintly peasant faces any one can imagine, had 
just recently been dismissed from prison. On 
my astonished “ What for?” the -other, whom |! 
saw to be of peasant birth, but whose choice pre 
cision of phrase betokened the man of letters, said, 
“ You resemble a canary that has wandered out ot 
its cage and cannot fly. Why, is it possible that 
you have been about in Russia and have not met 
brothers who have been imprisoned for their 
faith?” 

I said, “Not since the granting of religious 
liberty.” 

He burst out, “ Yes, indeed, that happy term 
that gives the nursery-Wred public of St. Petersburg 
such pleasure! There is #e religious liberty You 
seem to think that in tgos all was made clear for 
freedom of conscience and the undisturbed worship 
of God, Far from it. Since then there have been 
more persecutions, fines, punishments, injuries, 
and tortures than ever before. Come to me and 
you will see my correspondence, for I keep al! 
regularly filed. Six hundred and thirty-seven 
letters for the year 1gog, and each ee of 
meetings violently broken up ; of men half lynched 
by police and mob combined ; of imprisonments 
and banishments. How many days 1s the present 
year old? Thirty-one. Well, and | have s/rfy- 
one letters already from various parts. To-day’s 
are in my pocket : good samples they are.” 

He read one out, and I had to master all my 
virility in order to force myself to remain in the 
room, such a chamber of horrors were unlocked 
by it. Shapotchnik, a simple man from the 
Vekateringoll Government, had been set upon by 
the priest, the policeman, and the rabble of bis 
village while performing family worship. He and 
his friend were treated in a way which I cannot 
describe. Suffice it to say that one of the women 
had her right arm torn off, and after being thrown 
on a heap in the village compound, where they had 
to spend a night in the bitter cold in their clothes 
that froze to their wounds, they were taken to the 
judge of the district, who sentenced them to three 
months’ imprisonment. No accusation was formu- 
lated and no charge was lodged against them. 
The police and the priest who escorted them to 
the judgment-hall only said, “ Here are these 
...-” The judge said, “In the name of his 
Imperial Majesty, | do therefore assign to you 
three months’ imprisonment,” &. Shapotchnik 
ventured to say, “ But his Imperial Majesty has 
permitted us to ——” “ What has that to do with 
you or me ?” the judge thundered. 

I said, “ Then you are a lawyer and act as the 
advocate of these people?” e replied, “ Yes, | 
have given up my private practice—-by no means 
so small, although I have never studied law, being 
entirely self-taught—to try to be adviser and advo- 
cate, where such a man is so sorely needed. But 
I cannot cope with the work: And alas! alas! 
how often I get such letters! Proofs of patent 
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and absolute injustice. I gather evidence and 
draw up petitions, the sufferers the meanwhile in 

son. At last | hear from the Ministry of the 
nterior that such and such a matter will be looked 
into. Perhaps the Ministry sends a note to the 
governor of the province ; the latter to the judicial 
court, the judicial court to the ispravnik, and the 
ispravnik to the pristav. But“the note may be 
torn on the way. Brother, tell us what you ex- 
perienced.” 

The poor man whom I have mentioned related 
how in his village orders had come from the 
governor to permit mectings to be held. Only a 
few days later, however, the ispravnik came with 
a curt “/ forbid them.” When my informant— 
his name is Kolonejets— showed che overnor’s 
licence the officer of police tore it up and stamped 
upon it. Some one present appealed to another 
policeman, who had come in company of the 
ispravnik, to witness the fact that the latter had 
torn up the governor's writ. But he merely shut 
his eyes, put his fingers in his ears, and eased his 
throat. 

After that this poor man ventured to read and 
pray with his family. He was set upon and 
tortured in a fiendish manner, being recalled to con- 
sciousness with cold water whenever he swooned, 
and tormented anew till even his boots, as he 
said, were full of blood. Then he was imprisoned 
for three months, “for having in his house planned 
and carried out a revolutionary demonstration.” 
To this very day he has not been an hour without 
pain, and | could quite see that he had become a 
cripple for life. And yet, with no prospects of 
being able to work ind twelve children to keep, 
he has been able to give a testimony of trust and 
gratitude to God in my hearing, which could not 


The New Turkey. 


We ake the following interesting extract from the 
popular edition of the Report of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, an intensely interesting volume issued 
this year under the title of “The Book shove every 

“*The past year bas provided the world with one 
signal example of changes which had their origin in the 
living influence of the Scriptures. Those who know 
Turkey most intimately confess how large a part the 
Bible, in the vernaculars of the country, has played in 
the making of the New Turkey. The American 
missionaries, who have been working for so many years 
in nearly every province and part of the Sultan's 
dominions, have made it one of their chief aims to teach 
and to circulate God's Book. In their schools and 
colleges they have about 40,000 pupils daily engaged in 
systematic Bible-study. Surely it is a significant fact 
that Enver Bey, the intrepid Albanian leader who risked 
everything in the interests of constitutional government 
in Turkey; declared in Smyrna, not many months after 
the promulgation of the Constitution, that he and his 
colleagues would never have dared to take the steps they 


be excelled by any one, even in the most favoured 
circumstances. 

The next day I went to Ivan Kushneroff, the 
“ Advocate of Sectarians,” as he calls himself. He 
showed me his files of corr ence, and | 
realized what he said, that he is absolutely break- 
ing down under the work. Almost every day 
brings two new cases to deal with, to and 
to defend. No mian can do what he is doing and 
preserve his life. And he knows that he cannot 
alone ever do a fraction of what might be done. 
In addition to all his correspondence he is draw- 
ing up a “List of Cases that ilustrate the 
Present State of Religious Liberty in Russia,” 
to be laid before the Government. As he works 
he hectographs copies. He has finished about 
a quarter of the work, and given me one im- 
pression. 

A hundred and sixty closely typed pages of 
foolscap lie before me. Nothing but strict and 
what is called dry legal evidence is there to be read, 
and yet my head reels and my heart beats 
spasmodically when I attempt to se them. 

ood God, that such terrors are possibie to-day ! 

If the Administration only knew what is going 
on it would forbid such things with an iron hand. 
If it were only Anmown in St. Petersburg what 
happens in the provinces, the like would never be 
allowed to happen again. 

The question is to make these things known to 
ruling authorities ; to find funds that would enable 
Kushneroff and others to engage legal assistants 
and copyists; in a word, to form a legal ncy 
which might lay the sufferings of Christians in the 
interior before the Government that has pledged 
itself to protect them. 

JOHN R. KILBURN. 


did for the establishment of a just and stable government 
but for their reliance on the foundations laid by the 
American Mission schools during the last fifty years. 
Now the power at the back of these American schools 


has been in the Bible in the vernacular. 


** The world marvelled to see the New Turkish party 
putting into their motto the words ‘Equality’ and 
‘Fraternity.. Islam has never stood for either. Still 
more remarkable is the recent proclamation by the 
Sheik-ul-Islam, the religious chief of Mohammedanism, 
declaring that constitutional government is sanctioned by 
the Koran ; that Christians who truly worship God are 
the true brethren of Moslems, and that they also will 
have a place in Paradise; that it is the duty of a 
Mohammedan Government to protect the Christian and 
the Jew, just as it protects Moslems, and that before the 
Government and before God all are equal. Here is 
strange doctrine, and we search in vain through the Koran 
to discover where the Sheik-ul-Islam found warrant for 


~ proclaiming it. The revolution in Turkey\could never 


have taken place but for the leavening Truths of the New 
Testament.” 
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Our Indebtedness the Armenian Nation. 


THE best way to study Turkey, its past and present, 
is with a raised map. The contour of this historic 
land spread in miniature before the eyes reveals 
many a secret of the past, and throws a flood of 
light on present conditions. A glance will suffice 
to show, for instance, why the currents of the Mos- 
lem invasions flowed rapidly in certain directions, 
and far more slowly in others. Where the advance 
was rapid the conquerors left in their track either 
victims of their swords or converts to their creed 
No faith ever spread with more amazing rapidity, 
except where Nature raised her barriers and 
fortifications, thus prolonging the process of con- 
quest. A look at the map shows in the north- 
eastern section a number of streams converging to 
form a river. This, growing larger, flows west 
around the lofty ranges it encounters, and then, 
girdling them with its broad current, sweeps onward, 
and finally, through an opening to the south, across 
the Mesopotamian plain. That high land em 
braced within the curve of the Euphrates and ex. 
tending to the Persian Plain on the east, and the 
Araxes in the Caucasus, is the Plateau of Armenia 
—the finest section of country in the Ottoman 
Empire, and the natural home of liberty-loving men. 
The eastern section of this plateau was still under 
Persian rule 150 years ago, and even up to the time 
that Abdul Hamid ascended the throne there 
remained a spirit of independence which he de- 
termined to crush. The Armenians who were 
colonists in other parts of the Empire did not 
matter much, but those who lived in those high- 
lands, in the home that had been theirs for 
twenty-five centuries, were another matter His 
diabolic brain set to work to devise a plan of 
exterminating the people whose very existence 
seemed to trouble his dreams. He all but suc 
ceeded in his plan, which began to be put into 
operation years before the recent massacres, and, 
first of all, in the remote mountain districts. 

All that I have stated thus far has a close 
bearing on the Eastern Turkey Mission. It was to 
this plateau that the missionaries of the American 
Board went some seventy-five years ago. They 
have extended their boundaries slightly since, but, in 
the main, the Mission covers the territory between 
the grand bend of the Euphrates and the slopes 
~ of Ararat. They found there, surrounded by Turks 
and Koords, a large Armenian population, and for 
them the Mission was established, though later 
Mardin, an Arabic-speaking city of Moslems, 
Chaldees, and Syrians, was included. 

The work of the American Board in Turkey for 
the last eighty years has been mainly among the 
Armenians, though it is gratifying to record that 
its influence, especially through our educational 
institutions, is being increasingly felt among the. 
Greek and even ‘Moslem populations. It may be 
said, however, that the Eastern Turkey Mission 
has been distinctively a mission to the Armenians 
in that region which was the birthplace of their 
nation centuries before the-Christian era. It is a 


fact worth noting that, while in the early stages 
of the Mission there was some resistance offered 
by the Armenians to the work of the American 
missionaries, that resistance was individual rather 
than national. A proof of this is the success of 
the Eastern Turkey Mission, also in the fact that 
almost everywherein Turkey the Armenians con- 
stitute the majority in the Evangelie al Churches 
and in the schools under missionary supervision. 
These people, who have resisted in turn the 
onslaughts of Paganism and the more subtle 
approaches of the Orthodox and Roman Catholic 
Churches, reluctantly at first, but, later, with grow- 
ing cordiality have entered into relations with the 
American missionaries. This fact is significant. 
It means that the Armenian people, in spite of 
their deep-rooted reserve and their independence 
in ecclesiastical and national matters, have found 
a responsive chord in the message brought to them 
from the West. This remarkable receptiveness for 
Western ideals, and particularly those of America, 
is ¢asy to explain. They are a democratic people. 
Their Church, which stands for the whole national 
system, has been democratic from the beginning. 
he Primate of the Church even, the Catholikos, 
is elected by a representative assembly. The same 
general principle of the supremacy of the voice of 
the people holds true even in the humblest villages, 
where a crude form of self-government ts in force. 
This is the reason why, in spite of the intervening 
barrier of ritualism, the Presbyteriins and Con- 
gregationalists of the West are easily understood 
by the Gregorians of the East. But there is a 
still stronger reason why the message of the Gospel 
and a form of education that is Christian have 
found a secure place in the Highlands of Armenia. 
There was atime when hundreds of monasteries, 
many of them now in ruins, were flourishing 
Christian schools. And there is no doubt that the 
establishment of a National Church by Gregory 
the Illuminator, in the year of our Lord 300, was 
preceded by a long period of preparation which, 
according to tradition, began with the preaching of 
two of the Apostles of our Lord. How deeply the 
Gospel in its simplicity took root is evidenced by 
one remarkable fact in history. Eight hundred 
years after Christ the Church had begun to lose, 
or had lost, its original simplicity, and, as a protest 
against its corruption and worldliness, there arose 
in the heart of Armenia a group of men who came 
to be known as the Paulicians. They were ex- 
treimists, no doubt, in some respects, but they 
were men of godliness and prayer. They preached 
strange doctrines together with wholesome truth, 
for which they suffered extreme persecution, and, 
after a long struggle, were driven away to the 
north, In Bulgaria they were known as “ men of 
prayer,” in Greece as the “ pure men,” or Puritans. 
They passed along through southern Europe into 
France, and, as our great historian, John Fiske, 
thinks, sowed the seeds which bore fruit in the 
Albigensian movement. It may be said then, with 


> 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 


truth, that the precursors of the great Reformation, 
that was to affect the history of the world so pro 
foundly, came from that reg:on where, in the nine 
teenth century, the descendants ofthe Pilgrims 
and Puritans were destined to preach the simple 
Gospel of Christ. This historical fact has a pro- 
found significance by itself, and is also one more 
evidence to show that the Mission to Armenia 
has taken the form of reviving spiritual and intel- 
lectual aspirations in a people who, long before 
some of the great modern nations were born, had 
already fel the upliftung power of Christian truth. 

My plea has always been, and always will be. 
that Christendom owes an unpaid debt to the 
Armenian nation. All around them great nations, 
such as the Assynan and Parthian, rose to over. 
whelming power and then crumbled away to dust. 
Rarbarous hordes swept in devastating torrents 
across their plateau. The terrific power of their 
enemies expended no inconsiderable force in trying 
to crush this small nation, but, through all of these 
centuries, “towering o’er the wrecks of time,” the 
gleaming Cross has been upheld, and in defence 
of its undying message unnumbered thousands 
have sealed their lives in willing sacrifice. At thir 
time, after generations of enforced ignorance, when 
the ruins wrought by tyranny and fanaticism lie 
on every side, when they themselves realize the 
weakness of their Church and the dangers of their 
disorganized state, it is our duty to stand by our 
Armenian brethren more than ever, aml help them 
in the work of moral reconstruction. The debt we 
owe still remains, and we rejoice to say, in a 
measure, has begun to be repaid by our American 
Missions, but more especially by that in Eastefn 
Turkey. 

Moreover, in the work of evangelisation in this 
empire, in bringing the Gospel to the unreached, 
the Armenians are the people who, by their in. 
timate knowledge, their religious fervour, and their 
mastery of languages, are best adapted to co- 
operate in this stupendous task. 

The word “strategy” has an ominous sound 
when applied to the tactics of war, but in the cam- 
paigns of truth and education strategy is that 
combination of Christian intelligence and courage 
which captures strongholds and marshals the forces 
of righteousness in their defence... .. In an 
address given by Dr. Zweemer at Edinburgh he 
made the point that the ground for the plea to 
carry the Gospel to all the world was not that of 
“open doors,” but of the destitution of men. The 
message we would ask you, our friends, to carry 
back to the Homeland, and especially to the lay- 
men of America, is the destitution of the people of 
this country. Out of the ruins wrought by Centuries 
of oppression, fanaticism, ignorance, and cruelty, 
the cry is for the helping hand, for the truth that 
means justice, for the love that means life and 
abiding peace. 

HERBERT M. ALLEN. 


(From “ The Orient.” 


We have received from our friend Mr. W. W. 
Peet, at Constantinople, an open letter addressed 
to the (R C.) Archbishop of Lyons. This letter is 
in reply to an article which appeared in a French 


paper in which the statement was made that during 
the recent deplorable massacres at Adana, the 
Cathoulc missionaries had acted with great heroism, 
while the Protestant missionanes had shown a 
great want of feeling and consideration for the 
suffering Armenians. At a meeting of the Swiss 
Committee it was decided that this charge ought 
to be replied to through the Press, and, remember. 
ing the far-reaching influence of EVANGELICAL 
CHRISTENDOM, we gladly insert the reply, ably 
prepared by Mr. Leo Favre, of Geneva. 


Geneva, June 14th, 1910. 
To his Eminence Cardinal Coullie, 
Archbishop of Lyons. 


My Lord, -I have the honour to apply to your high 
authority to do justice in the case of a calumny which 
has been made against the Protestant American Missions 
of Ast Minor. I do this moved ly a sentiment of 
justice with the knowledge of the real facts and with the 
consent of the principal agent of the said Mission in 
Constantinople and of the massionaries of Cilicia, whom 
| had the opportunity of secing lately and who have 
committed to me the care of stating the truth. 

We read in the Semaine Aclagieuse, of Lyons, of the 27th 
of May: ‘* We have related in these columns the heroism 
displayed last year by the French missionaries of Cilicia at 
the time of the Armenian massacres. While the Pro- 
\estamts were closing their gates, driving the refugees 
away or delivering them over \o the murderers, the 
lesaits and the Sisters of Adana, to mention only one 
fact, saved as many as 11,000 persons.” 

The high esteem, the universal respect which the 
Christian peoples in the whole of Asia Minor, and in 
in particular, entertain for the l’rotestant mission. 
aries, and the fact that with the unanimous agreement of 
the Christian populations of all denominations and of the 
Government, they have played, and still play, a pre- 
ponderant part in the distribution of aid and in the work 
of lifting up of those unfortunate peoples, would be 
sufhcient to demonstrate the emptiness of sientles charges 
for any one who is acyuainted with the state of things in 
the country. 

But let the facts speak for themselves’ During the 
hrst massacre of Adana the lower stories of the Protestant 
Girls’ School, even the room of Miss Webb, the direct- 
ress, were absolutely filed with a compact multitude of 
refugees, while the higher story gave shelter to 100 stu- 
dents of the school, whom it was necessary to keep apart . 
from the crowd. The same thing was true also regarding 
two small buildings situated at the bottom of the court 
The court. itself was exposed and could not offer a 
sufficient shelter. 

Near by, Mr. Chambers’ house, which had only a 
narrow courtyard, but which was surrounded with high 
walls, gave shelter to 7 to 8,000 persons at least in quarters 
which at ordinary times are just sufficient for a family. 
These, includ ng a hospital, are the only buildings 
possessed by the 

These refugees remained there in large numbers during 
the lull which preceded the second massacre, and then 
new crowds rushed there. Then, as the conflagrations 
came nearer, and Mr. Chambers’ house and the schoo! 
were more and threatened with danger, they per- 
suaded this crowd to go to the Konak, where they were 
refused admission and from where they sent them to the 
factory of Tripani, while the directress of the school, 
accompanied by a missionary, led in perfect order the 
little girls to a hdiiSe in the neighbourhood of the British 
Consulate, and this across the streets in flames and full of 
dead bodies. All that was humanly possible had been 
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done. Does the slandering paper ignore that two Pro 
testant missionaries lost their lives in their effort to stop 
the dangers of fre? Does it ignore that when the Turk 

ish mob wished to take by assault a house annexed tothe 
school serving as a hospital where Armenian refugees 
were loufid, the missionaries, after many useless ne 

getiauions, made with their own bodies a rampart for the 
Armenians to make it possible for them to cross the street, 
and that a young Armenian pastor was stabbed even in 
the arms of Mr. Chambers, who was endeavouring to 
shelter him at the risk of his own life. 

Major Doughty-Wylic, the British Consul at Mersine, 
hastened by railroad with his wife at the first news of the 
massacre ; the only one, if I am not mistaken, of all the 
official representatives of Europe who went about on horse 
hack im has full uniform and 1 all the streets where the 
massacres Were going on, stopping the tre as he went 
Ile had his arm broken by a bullet. I have had oc 
casion to consult his official report of the first massacre 
in which he pays in the clearest way, but in passing and 
as a matter of course, a homage to the courage of the 
American missionaries. I have had no chance of seeing 
his report of the second massacre. 

in the Protestant College of Tarsus 4,000 Armenians 
were massed together while the houses were being 
jullaged and set on fire. They were there taken care of 
and fed at the price of unheard-of difficulties, and re- 
mained there until security was restored. Little by little 


they found other shelters. 
there for many weeks 

Has the Catholic paper been led into error, of has 
knowingly calumniated’ That ix of very little 
yeence to me; but I take the Wherty of calling your 

‘minence’s attention to the deplorable cons~:uences of 
such proceedings. [1 concerns missionaries in a Mussul 
man country, What a sad spectacle to display to men 
who persecute the (hristian faith and even to the Chrus 
tans themselves of these countries’ In truth, the men 
who pre themselves up to such undertaking of rivalry 
and denominational hatred place themselves on W lete! 
imfermer to that of non Christian peoples, to whom the 
present the saddest idea of Christian mentality ; and | 
am glad t assert that on the part of the Protestan 
there has been ho attempt whatever to call in puesticny 
the courage and devouon of the Catholic missionaries 
of Adana, of the service they rendered to th 
lamentable crowds that took refuge in their estaldich 
ments, much more extensive in Adana than those of the 
Protestants. 

The Committee which I represent is convinced that 
your Eminence will have at heart to take in hand th 
cause of the truth in this affair, and we beg him to ac 
cept the expression of our baghest esteem 

In the name of the Swiss Armenian Kelief ( ommitter 

Lromun Faves 
one of the Officers) 


Seven huodred of them hwed 


Uaum Corpus sumus in Christo. 


The Universal Week of Prayer, 


THE Council of the Evangelical Alliance, in issuing 
the sixty-fourth invitation, trust that brethren who 
receive it, many of whom are in distant lands, may 
be led by the Holy Spirit to realize how great is 
the opportunity afforded by this concert of prayer 
among the Lord’s people throughout the world ; 
and it is earnestly hoped that in all places it may 
be found possible for Christians to meet together 
for UNITED supplication. It is also suggested that 
every effort should be made to bring native 
Christians into this happy fellowship. 

The following hints may be useful for those 
who may take steps for arranging United Meet. 
ings in places where this has not hitherto been 
attempted :-- 

1. Endeavour to secure the co-operation and 
interest of Evangelical Ministers of a// Churches. 

2. Secure some neutral place of meeting, if 
possible, but if not, the use of Church school-rooms 
or lecture-halls must be obtained, various Ministers 
and laymen presiding, or giving brief addresses, 
alternately. 

3. Endeavour to get the Ministers to preach 
sermons on Sunday (January Ist), calling attention 
to the Week of Prayer, which is now observed in 
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all parts of the world, and also to urge their con. 
gregations to attend the Meetings that may have 
been arranged. 

4. Take care that each Meeting is occupied 
principally with praise and prayer. Any addres: 
gtven should be very brid, and bear upon the subject 
of the day; and it will be found, in most cases, 
desirable to limit the Meeting to one hour. 

5. Induce a few earnest Christians to make the 
whole subject a matter of special prayer some weeks 
beforehand that God the Holy Spirit may guide 
and direct all the arrangements. 

It is particularly requested that brief reports of 
Meetings held during the week may be sent im. 
mediately afterwards to the General Secretary, 
Evangelical Alliance, 7, Adam Street, Strand, 
London, who will also be glad to receive the 
names and addresses, especially of Christians in 
foreign lands, to whom it would be desirable to 
forward papers in future, or who desire to become 
members of the Evangelical Alliance. 

The Alliance Hymn Book, containing 100 hymns 
specially selected for the Week of Prayer, Xc., has 
been revisedand improved. The price is one half. 
penny each, net. 
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UNUM CORPUS SUMUS IN CHRISTO. 


EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE INVITATION 


FORK THE 


Universal Week Prayer 


(ORGANIZED BY THE ALLIANCE SINCE 1846) 


For 1911, 
SUNDAY, JANUARY ist, to SATURDAY, JANUARY 7th, inclusive. 


1.— Will all Christian leaders and workers please MAKE ARRANGEMENTS EARLY to bring the 
Lord's people together for UNITED PRAYER, daily, during this Week, and to circulate the 
Programme widely. Preachers are earnestly asked to preach on the suggested topics, and to 
bring the Week of Prayer before their congregations. 

2.—Aindly forward, promptly, brief account of Mectings held and results to the General Secretary, 
Evangelical Alliance, 7, Adam Street, Strand, London, England, for publication in EVANGELICAL 
CHRISTENDOM. 


To all that in every place call upon the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours: 
BELOVED BRETHREN, 


As every passing year reminds us that the Coming of the Lord for His Church, or His 
Call to each of us, is by so much nearer, the Evangelical Alliance again invites you with a 
deepened sense of responsibility to wnite in the fellowship of intercession. With every new 
season of special prayer there grows in urgency the need to “continue in prayer and watch in the 
same with thanksgiving.” For, as answered prayers call for renewed praise, they are also calls to 
service, and specially to that ministry which brings each behever to “ the Throne of Grace.” 

But let it be remembered that the purpose of prayer is not merely in the satisfaction of the 
Church's needs, or the supply of the world’s wants. ‘These have rightly their place in our petitions, 
but far above them rise the noble ideals which, again and again, were set beforé us by the Lord 
both in precept and example. 

First come the Hallowed Name, the coming Kingdom, and Earth knit with Heaven in glad 
obedience to the One Will, and not till then the particular needs which belong to this passing life. 
Thus, too, runs the Master's great promise that He would give what His disciples asked for in His 
Name in order “‘that the Father may be glorified in the Son '’—the same supreme ideal which He 
had sought in His own prayers (St. John xii. 28 ; xvii. 1). 

Add to this that other gracious word, where agreement “as touching anything that they 
shall ask,” is made the condition on which even the two or three gathered in His Name may claim 
an answer from their Father-in Heaven. 

Let such be the motive and manner of the petitions which shall be offered during the 
Week of Prayer, and the Church shall see and share in those “ greater things” the greatness of 
which passeth knowledge (St. John i. 50; xiv. 12). 

The Lord grant that our “Amen” may be the response to His own (Rev. xxii, 20), and 
Weeks of Prayer will be swallowed up in the eternity of praise. 


We are, Beloved Brethren, 
Yours in the fellowship of the Gospel, and in hope of the power and coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 


(Signed by representatives of the Evangelical Alliance in 
one hundred countries.) 
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EVANGELICAL 


Topics Suggested for Universal and United Prayer, 


SUNDAY, JANUARY ist, to SATURDAY, JANUARY 7th, 1911. 


TOPICS FOR SERMONS OR ADDRESSES. 
The Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son, that all men should 
honour the Son, even as they honour the Father.” —St. John v. 22, 23. 
“IL, if 1 be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.”—" St. John xii. 32. 


“* By this shall all men know that ye are My disciples, if ye have love one to another.” — 
St. John xm. 35. 


MONDAY, JANUARY 2nd, 1911. 


THANKSGIVING AND CONFESSION. 


THANKSGIVING that the day of salvation for the world and of service for Christ still lasts. 
That the peace of nations has to so great a degree been preserved. 
That a growing desire for unity and co-operation among Christians is manifested in so many parts 
of the Christian Church. 
That increased research is confirming the integrity of the Holy Scriptures. 


CONFESSION of the weakness of the Church's influence on the world. 
Of increasing love of luxury and lack of self-discipline evident among professing Christians. 
Of the low appreciation of the Authority of God's Word, and of the sanctity of His day of rest 
shown by many. 
Of prevailing disregard of the coming of the Lord, and of that-which will follow. “7 
Of the fact that the fear of God and the desire to do His will have so little part in political and 
social life. 


SCRIPTURE READINGS. 
Psalms cxi. St. Matthew v.13. 2 Peter ii. 13-15. 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 3rd, 1911. > | 


THE CHURCH UNIVERSAL: THE “ONE BODY” OF WHICH 
CHRIST IS THE HEAD. 


PRAISE for the vast variety and extent of the gifts, administrations and operations bestowed on the : . 
Church in these latter days. 
For increased liberty, knowledge and opportunity given to Christians. 
PRAYER for a clearer perception of the doctrines of grace and a fuller entering into the purposes of God. 
For a firmer witness to the Godhead of Jesus Christ and a closer following of the footsteps of His 
Manhood. 
For more complete surrender of the conscience and will to the Holy Spirit. | 


For more of the Love which “ believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things.” 
For the Evangelical Alliance in all lands and for the growth of its influence in all Churches and 


Christian communities. 


SCRIPTURE READINGS. 
Psalm cxix. 33-40, St. John x. 7-18. 2 Corinthians iv. 15-18. Ephesians iv. 4-16 
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 4th, 1911. 
NATIONS AND THEIR RULERS. 


PRAYER for “ all that are in authority "— Emperors, Kings, Presidents, Parliaments, and Legislators. 
For the quenching of racial suspicions, national jealousies, and social animosities. 
For higher public opinion with regard to purty, temperance, honesty, and truth. 
For soldiers, sailors, pohcemen, and all public servants. 
For the removal of all national and social wrongs. 
For those in al! lands who guide public opinion through the Press. 


SCRIPTURE READINGS. 
Psalms Matthew xxii. Acts 24-28 


JANUARY 5th, tort. 


FOREIGN MISSIONS. 
RAISE for the results of the World Missionary Conference and other missionary gatherings. 


\ 


For the unfauling evidences of the power of the (,ospe! in the conversion and yodly lives of 


multitudes who had not known the Lord. 


For the men and women who have gone before ws in the path of service, and left us an example 


of obedrence and devotion. 


PRAYER for the awakened nations of the Far East, that the Gospel may outstrip and overcome evil 


influences from the Western World. 


For the supply of Spirit-filled men and women for Educational establishments in India, China, 


and the East. 


For the opening of lands still closed to the Gospel, and the occupation of every opportunity 


already given. 

For the overthrow of every false religion. 

Fou the strength of vocation to many young men and women, and power in which to live it out. 

For such a supply of means that every Church and Society may have no lack, but be able in 
brotherly co-operation to aid in carrying the Gospel to every creature. 

For wisdom in the leadership, policy, and conduct of Missions. 

For translators of the Scriptures, and for writers of Christian literature. 

For Medical and Educational Missions, and work among women and children. 

For Nate Churches, Christians, and Enquirers. 

For non-missionary travellers and residents in Mission Fields, that they may by their example 
commend missionary effort. 


SCRIPTURE READINGS. 
Isaiah Iv. 1-5. St. Matthew ix. 36-38. 2 Cornnthians x. 3-5. 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 6th, 1911. 


FAMILIES, EDUCATIONAL ESTABLISHMENTS, AND THE YOUNG. 


’RAYER that the Lord Jesus may be the recognized Head of every family. 
That the sacredness of marriage and of all family responsibilities may be held in higher regard. 
That education in all grades may include the knowledge of God's Word and the Christian Faith. 
That all Professors, Tutors, and Teachers may themselves be instructed in the Truth. 
That all efforts and agencies for the conversion and edification of the young—Missions, Unions, 
and Associations may receive the abundant blessing of the Holy Spirit. 
SCRIPTURE KEADINGS. 
Proverbs vi. 20-23. St Luke wu. $1, 52. St. John xix. 26, 27. Ephesians vi. 1-9. 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 7th, 1911. 
HOME MISSIONS AND THE JEWS. 


THANKSGIVING for special efforts to influence various classes of people in many Christian lands. 


For the work of the Student Christian Union, the Y.W.C.A., Y.M.C.A., and kindred associations. 
For a great change in the attitude of many educated Jews towards the person of Christ. 


PRAYER for all Christians in thei# own lands, that they fail not to be witnesses of Christ to their people. 
For all who labour for the welfare of Israel, that they may do so in wisdom, patience, and love. 
For persecuted Jews, and\those returning to Palestine. 
For Hebrew believers, that by their lives they may commend the Gospel. 
For a wider circulation and study of the New Testament among Jews in all lands. 
That the time may soon come when “all Israel shall be saved” (Romans xi. 26). 


SCRIPTURE READINGS. 
Genesis xxii. 16-18. St. Luke xiv. 16-24; xix. 44. Romans xi. 25-36. 
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The Need and Basis of 


ana 


a Doctrine of Holy Scripture. 


I. 

Ir must be confessed that the doctrine of Holy 
Scripture is at the present moment very much in a 
state of chaos. Jesus and His apostles accorded 
to the writings of the Old Testament the full rank 
of authoritative and God-inspired Scripture. “Have 
ye not read?” was Christ's last and decisive word 
(Matt. xix. 4). The Jewish canon of their day was 
by them unchallenged. The post-apostolic church 
put the Scriptures of the New Testament alongside 
those of the Old, and treated them as in every way 
equally inspired with the latter. The Fathers of 
the early centuries used the New Testament Scrip- 
tures exactly as we do ourselves. The same exalted 
estimate of Scripture prevailed in Reformation and 
post-Reformation times. Luther had his rash fling 
at certain books, ¢.g., at the Epistle of James, but 
more on the score of canonicity than on that of 
inspiration. Luther’s reverence for the Scriptures 
as the Word of God was not surpassed by any 
section of the Reformers. Despite Socinian and 
Arminian laxity, the churches after the Reformation 
steadily adhered to the idea of a divinely inspired 
Scripture. The Bible was a book in which holy 
men, moved by the Spirit of God, had, without 
sacrifice of their individuality, set forth infallibly 
the will of God for our salvation. Its utterances 
were to bg. received as “ the oracles of God” (Rom. 
il. 2), 

We have changed all that. Cfiticism has come 
in with its scientific methods to take the Bible to 

ieces for us, and show us its historical genesis. 
t has gone further, and assailed a large part of its 
historical contents. It has converted most of the 
early history into legend ; has torn the laws from 
their historical basis, and transported them to a 
later period ; has assumed the text to have under- 
gone extensive mutilation, manipulation, inter- 
polation at the hands of irresponsible editors ; has 
not hesitated to bring in the principle of fraud. 
Excess has followed upon excess in the ethical 
treatment of Old Testament and New. The Book 
becomes a corpus vile on the mangled form of 
which every new theorist delights to manifest his 
ingenuity. Historical works are dissected out 
among authors and redactors ; prophetic books are 
shivered into fragments; Gospels are traced to 
“sources,” and hardly a statement or saying is 
allowed to stand in the multitude of conjectures in 
which it is smothered.» This species of criticism 
has got into the church and schools of learning, 
with the result that faith in the reliability, the au- 
thority, the inspiration of the Bible, is in many 
minds thoroughly upset, and an unhappy feeling 
of uncertainty in regard to the validity of the Scrip- 
tures is widely diffused among all classes. 

In this rapid and extraordinary subversion of 
older ,beliefs in the authority and inspiration of 
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the Scriptures there lies undeniably a serious 
peril for the church. Its effects are felt alike 
in the sphere of thought, in the preaching of 
the pulpit, and in the practical work of the 
church. It is felt in the sphere of doctrine, 
for the foundation on which theolory has been 
wont to build is taken from beneath it._ It is felt 
in the preaching of the Gospel, for that note of 
assurance and authority which used to be heard in 
the proclamation of God's message is departing 
from us. Many shun the Old Testament altogether ; 
others speak with bated breath of considerable owe 
tions even of the New. *It is not enough that a Paul 
or a John teach certain doctrines. They were but 
fallible men, and their opinions do not bind the 
modern world. It is felt in the doctrine of the 
church itself, for what can we know of the founda. 
tion, laws, sacraments, obligations of the church 
without an authoritative Scnpture? It is felt also 
in life and work, for how can the church carry on 
the propagation of the Gospel and the evangelisa. 
tion of the world without a trustworthy Scripture ? 
Or how shall spiritual life be preserved, and 
Christian character be built up, without a divinely 
given rule of conduct for guidance’? — 

Must we then, without demur, resign ourselves 
to this process of disintegration and dissipation of 
the authority of Holy Scripture, meantime in such 
full force? Few Christians, who have felt the 
Scriptures to be precious to themselves, will 
acquiesce in so faithless a surrender. The need 
will be only the more urgently felt for a retracing 
of the steps, and a replacing of the Scriptures in 
the faith and lives of men as the truly inspired 
and divinely inspired record of God’s revealed will 
for mankind in the great things of the soul. [here 
is no more clamant need in the church to-day 
than a doctrine of Holy Scripture which will at 
once be true to all really scientifically ascertained 
facts, and yet be in harmony with the claims which 
Scripture makes for itself as a book of revelation 
and inspiration. Is such a doctrine possible? 
An attempt is here briefly made to show that it is 


Il. 


Three conditions seem to meet in fulfilling the 
requirements of a doctrine of Holy Scripture such 
as the church to-day needs. The first is a more 

itive conception of the séructure of the Bible 
itself than at present prevails; the second is 
belief in the reality of a supernatural revelation, 
the record of which is preserved to us in Scripture ; ~ 
the third is the acknowledgment of a divine 
inspiration of this record. These conditions hold 
together and are at bottom one. It 1s because 
one or other of them is parted with that the 
present uncertainty about et prey revails. The 
destroying of the structure the Bible makes it 
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well-nigh mmpossible to uphold the revelation and 
the spiral on of the re ord : the cenial of the 

ernatural cute at the root of both bebels, and 
makes mevitable the attack upon. the historical 
contents. On the other hand, where supernatural 
revelation is admitted, most of the grounds for 
challenging the structure disappear, and the in- 
spration of the record i an almost necessary 
cofollary. The mspiration, in (Orn, is a signature 
of divinity in the revelation. Combining the three 
points of view, a tenable doctrine of Holy Scripture 
is reached 

1. The first condinon of a doctrine of Holy 
Scrnpture has been stated to be a more fositive 
onception of the structure of the Book itself. 
this not called for? Let legitimate criticism render 
its utmest service in tracing for us the historical 
and literary genesis of the books which make up 
the sacred volume. There is a wide field of investi- 
gation here, on many points of which scholarly 
minds are never lhkely wholly to agree. But is 
there not something clse in the very character of 
the Book which puts a check on critical excesses, 
and compels the acknowledgment of unlhkeness 
to any other collection of writings that ever existed ? 
This is not a matter on which scholars alone are 
capable of sitting in judgment. It stares the 
unpartial reader of the Dible in the face on the 
most cursory examination of its contents. 

First, there is the singular ‘/erary and 
Aistorical unity of the Book. all other 
collections of sacred writings, this remarkable 
look has a character which may be described by 
the word “organic.” However and whenever its 
component parts originated, they now combine in 
an unexampled way to form a structural whole. 
The Bible begins with creation and paradise—a 
paradise early lost by sin; 1 closes with paradise 
restored in a new heaven and a new earth. It 
opens with a “‘fall,” and the constant assumption 
through its. pages, in Uld Tesiament and in New, 
is that the world is in a state of rebellion and 
apostasy from God andelies under His judgment. 
The whole history between is the development 
of a plan of redemption for the recovery of 
man from this lost condition, and his restoration 
to God and holiness. With sure step the story 
goes on from the first promise, through the 
successive elections, covenants, dispensations and 
disciplines by which God accomplished His end. 
Patriarchal history is succeeded by Mosaic ; 
this by the periods of the Judges and the 
Monarchy; this by the age of the prophets. 
Time after time the divine purpose seems on 
the pomt of being frustrated by the unfaith- 
fulness of the people, or the crushing force of 
foreign invasion. But the light is never allowed 
to be wholly extinguished. There is always a 
remnant,” a “holy seed,” and courage and confi- 
dence in the triumph of God’s purpose never die 
out. The New Testament fulfils and completes 
the Old. The wondrous story of the Gospels is 
given forth as the fulfilment of its types, promises, 
prophecies ; the Epistles expound the redemptive 
meaning of the Gospels ; the Apocalypse announces 
the downfall-of anti-christian wers, and the 
decisive victory of the Lord and His Christ. The 
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Book is rounded off into a complete unity. Here 
is a product which it already passes the genius of 
man satustactomly to account for. 

2) But next, in this external unity of éruth and 


purpose which pervades it. It is the one theme 


with which the Book is concerned from commence: 
ment to close - Redemption. Man has sinned ; 
(,od reveals His grace to man, and is working for 
his salvation. (,od 1s one, holy, gracious; all. 
knowing’ to devise, all-pewerful to execute ; the 
Creator and Upholder of all that is; the world’s 
Providential Ruler; the Maker, Lord, and Judge 
of men. Man is made in God's image, has turned 
aside from God and perverted his way, but ts 
capable of repentance and redemption. Sin is 
that awful thing which God abhors, which ought 
never to have been. Against it God must declare 
Himself with all the energy of His perfect holiness, 
but the great desire and aim of God is to deliver 
men from its destructive power. To accomplish 
this a plan of sal\ ation is unfolded, with ordinances 
suitable to its different stages. The Mosaic law 
provides a system of atonements and purifications, 
with access to God through a priesthood —unawiuling 
in utself, but a shadow of good things to come 
Hieb. x. 1), The Monarchy gives rise to new 
promises of a Davidic King whose throne God will 
establish for ever. Prophecy expands aill the 
germs of previous revelation, and opens up glowing 
visions of the New Messianic Age. The New 
Testament shows in how divine a fashion these 
hopes and anticipations were fulfilled. Its Gospel 
is the concentration and realization of the redeem- 
ing purpose of which the Bible is full. Strongest 
threads thus bind the parts of the Bible internally 
together. Can human skill explain it? Can any 
disintegration of criticism destroy it? The answer 
must be in the negative. 

3) Yet again, as arising out of the foregoing 
characteristics, the Bible is a structural unity in 
the correlation of tts parts. Toa Book of origin 
in the Old Testament corresponds a Book—or 
books (the Gospels)—of origins in the New. To 
a great act of redemption in the Old corresponds 
a great act of redemption in the New. Toa 
sacrificial system in the Old corresponds as the 
great antitype the perfect atonement in the New. 
To a history of the founding of Israel as a nation 
in the Old corresponds the story of the founding 
of the church in the New. To didactic literature 
in thé. Old corresponds the Epistles, with their 
doctrinal and practical instruction, in the New. To 
prophecy and apocalypse in the Old corresponds 
the apocalpytic visions in the New. The New 
Testament in its entirety folds back n and 
fulfils the ideas and promises of the Old—is the 
counterpart of the latter. 


Here, then, is a structure in the Bible as it stands, 
not to be got rid of by ingenious critical theorizings 
and reconstructions of the materials of the Book. 
This ts not the place to enter upon an examination 
of the modern critical hypotheses. It may be 
sufficient to take two points—one earlier, the 
other later. 

(1) The patriarchal and .Mosaic histories axe 
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supposed to be more or less legendary creations of 
the exghth, seventh, or later centuries. Now, how 
ever, we have a critic like Gunkel, supported by 
Dr G A. Smith, bringing back these so-called 
“legends” to about 1200 B.c. Hut see what this 
implies. On the current hypothesis, in regard to 
the date of the Exodus, adopted by nearly all these 
uriters, that event took place shortly after the 
death of the oppresser, Rameses I1., therefore later 
than the middle of the thirteenth century. How 
short is the interval between that and 1200 Buc. ’ 
Is the difference worth contending for? Farther 
in this chronology, little more than 200 years 
elapsed from the Exodus till the building of the 
Temple. It might be 250 years; some make it 
less. Take off the period tll the time of Joshua 
and the conquest on the one hand, and the time 
from Samuel and David till the Temple on tlic 
other, and the interval is less than 150 years. 
Written records and the art of history writing 
were in David's time well developed. Can it be 
belheved that, even if contemporary records were 
net made, a sound tradition of the events of the 
Exodus and of the great facts of the Mosaic age 
was not preserved during that short interval / 
Or that, being preserved, would not be written 
down? 

(2) Ur take the second point—the pivot, as it 
may be called, on which the whole modern critical 
reconstruction of the Bible and its history turns — 
the age, viz., of the Levitical law. The law, it is 
well known, is, on the theory, brought down to the 
age after the exile. Older usage, it is allowed, 
may be incorporated in its provisions, but till that 
tume there had been no written ritual claiming 
divine orngin, and the great bulk of the institutions 
in the code were entirely new. This is, of course, 
in direct contradiction of the Bible itself, which 
connects the law with Moses, and tells of its ongin 
at Sinai._ But this is held to be nothing compared 
with the alleged proofs of the ignorance of the law 
in the earlier history and its supposed dependence 
on the Temple laws of Ezekiel. Yet when the 
prools come to be examined how surprisingly 
weak they are! How contradicted by the very 
history supposed to establish them! In Neh. Vill. 
we have the narrative of the introduction and reac. 
ing of the law by Ezra. But how emphatically 
everything in that narrative contradicts the idea of 
the provisions of the law being new! he com- 
munity in Jerusalem was far from being in Ezra’s 
time a united one. There were deep divisions in 
it. There were many conflicting interests, on 
some of which the néw law bore hardly. There 
were factions strongly disaffected to Ezra and 
Nehemiah. The people, and especially the priests 
and Levites among them, knew something of their 
own past—had genealogies, &c. Is it credible— 
is it thinkable—that a community of this kind 
would receive at Ezra’s hands, without scruple or 
questioning, a great complex of burdensome laws 
which neither they nor their fathers had ever 
before heard of, and along with them narratives of 
historical facts which they must have known were 
perfectly unfounded? ‘Here, ¢.g., were narratives 
of the setting apart of Levites in the wilderness, 
while they knew quite well that no such orders 
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existed before the exile. and accounts of 
cies, which they were aware were historical 
fictions Human credulity is greal, the are 
limits which can be confidently assigned to it. and 
this is.a case in point. Nor was it ever doubted 
till this new school arose that both Ezekiel and the 
book of Deuteronomy umphed the carher existence 
of the Levitical legislation 

It may be claimed then that the smafura/ 
structure of the Bible, is not one which can be 
overthrown by a really scientific treatment of 
the Biblical facts. While i stands the case for 
revelation 1s secure. 

2. The second condition of a doctrine of Holy 
Scripture as above stated was belef in (Ae reality 
of a supernatural revelation. Without this there 
might be an interesting collection. of reliyous 
writings, but there could be no “ Scripture” im the 
proper sense of the word. There could be no 
literature of revelation, which is what S« riplure, it 
the il means lo those «ho reject 
the possilulity or realuy of an histoncal revelation 
accordingly the books of the Old Testament re 
main at best fragments of ancient Hebrew litera- 
ture, to be placed in the same category as regards 
origin with the sacred books of other religrons. 
The Hebrews were a people of religious genius ; 
their prophets were men of noble, if still limited 
insight; they spoke, as they believed, in the 
name of Jehovah; but the explanation of the 
whole is found in their natural endowment and 
profound religious and moral convictions. No 
supernatural cause need be assigned for it. Jesus, 
in hke manner, is the “ religious ilealist, prophet, 
and martyr,” par excellence. Ue had beautiful 
thoughts, spiritual, if somewhat unpracth able, 
ideals, shared in the Messianic and apocalypty 
ideas of His time, and met His fate through 
collision with the ecclesiastic authus ities bits 
Apostles, who persuaded themselves that He had 
risen-—even that they had secn Him- invested 
Him with divine dignity and converted His martyr 
death into an atoning sacrifice. 

This repugnance to the admission of the supe: 
natural, so fatal to a doctrine of Holy Scripture, is 
extremely widespread at the present hour. A 
deliberate movement is on foot to shift Christianity 
from its hitherto recognized supernatural to a 

rely natural basis. The immediate effect on the 
Bible is that already indicated, viz., the removal 
from its pages of everything that cannot be ex.- 
plained on natural principles. Supernatural 
revelation is struck at in its very conccpiion . 
miracles necessarily are purged out; prophetic 

rediction shares the same doom, or is set down 
as unfulfilled. “The Incarnation, miraculous birth, 
resurrection of Christ, with all the supernatural 
acts and claims in His history, are rejected. This 
bears again, on the question of structure. The 
simplest way, often, to get rid of the supernatural 
is to assail the book in which it is found—to 
disintegrate it, to bring down its age, to show it to 
be the product of natural causes at a particularly 
later time. On the other hand; where this 
prejudice against the supernatural is abandoned, 
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and revelation is admitted, the natural structure of 
the book, in most cases, resumes its nghts. There 
can be no question, to an impartial mind, that the 
Bible claims to be a record of revelation—of 
revelation in a high, peculiar, supernatural sense. 
(,od has entered, for purposes of grace, into other 
relations with man than those of nature He has 
entered by word and deed into history ; has made 
known His secret will and saving designs to man ; 
has given man assurance of His presence and 
working by many supernatural tokens. The 
culmination of His revelation is in Jesus Christ, 
His only Son, our Lord. Him He has raised 
from the dead, and exalted to the mght hand of 
a to be a Prince and a Saviour. To give the 
cnowledge of this saving will of God, and of its 
historical course, is, as has been seen, the peculiar 
end of Scripture. The proof of the reality of the 
revelation ts found in what was said of its character, 
of the unity of idea and purpose pervading it, of 
its experienced effects in heart and life. ‘This at 
least 1s certain that, only as such a doctrine of 
revelation is acknowledged, can there be such a 
thing to the mind as Holy Scripture. Where it is 
acknowledged, behef in a Holy crigtore inevitably 
follows. 

The anti-supernaturalistic principle has powerful 
hold. It always has had on a certain class of 
philosophical and cultured minds. Science has 
now come in to give it support in the alleged proof 
of a uniformity of nature in which there can be no 
breach. But ts this alleged principle of uniformity 
itself anything more than an assumption? That 
nature js placed under laws, and is ordinarily, left 
to itself, entirely uniform in its operation, every 
educated mind will admit. But it is a long step 
from this to the conclusion that natural causes, 
with which alone science has to deal, are the sole 
causes in the universe; particularly that there is 
no room for the action of the First Cause in over- 
ruling, superseding, réversing, or acting outside 
of and above these natural causes, if His wisdom 
sees geod reason for so doing. There is nothin 
that science can ever show that will make rom 
this conclusion. Religion comes in here with its 
own proper claims. If there is call and need for 
special revelation—and who will say that in this 
world there is not?—if there is truth to be im- 
parted, disorder to be remedied, sin to be annulled, 
redemption to be accomplished—nothing can be 
thought of worthier in God than to come to His 
creature's help by breaking the silence of nature 
and stretching forth an arm mighty to save ! 

The special proof of miracles in Scripture need 
not be undertaken here. Two great facts only 
may be named—one standing at the head of 
each dispensation—which it will be found im- 
possible to explain without miracle. One is the 
Exodus of Israel and crossing of the Red Sea ; the 
other is the Resurrection of Christ. Both are facts 
supremely well attested. 

(1) The Exodus is proved, not only by the nar- 


rative in the books, but by the whole national | 


consciousness of Israel as regards its past. Few 
critics doubt that Moses led the people out of Egypt, 
and took them, by some means, across the Red 


Sea. An exceptionally favourable wind, clearing | 


the channel at the spot, is the usually accepted ex. 
planation. (rant that it was so—the event is still 
only half accounted for. There remains the fact 
that this singular occurrence took place precisely at 
the time it did, when the ficeing nation was i” 
ertremis from the pursuit of Pharaoh. There are 
such things as happy coincidences ; but this one is 
foo rare and happy, when taken in conjunction 
with the other circumstances of the Exodus, to be 
set down to mere chance. 

(2) It is scarcely necessary to elaborate the evi- 
dence for the Resurrection of Christ—this has been 
done so often, and so fully. That Christ died, and 
on the third day appeared again to His disciples ; 
that many like appearances followed ; that the 
tomb was found empty; that the Apostles all be- 
lieved, and unshakenly testified, that Christ had 
arisen ; that spiritual effects following His exalta- 
tion showed that He had truly risen—these and 
similar lines of argument have been worked till 
they are familiar. The alternative hypothesis that 
( hrist is mof risen manifests its weakness by the 
variety and mutually destructive character of its 
explanations, and by the fact of the empty tomb. 
The resurrection remains the rock-fast foundation 
of Christian belief. 

One is justified, then, in accepting as established 
the second of the conditions of a doctrine of Holy 
Scripture. In combination with the first—the 
organic sfructure of Scnipture—the acknowledg- 
ment of supernatural revelation furnishes a strong 
and stable basis on which such a doctrine can be 
rested. 


V. 


3 How stands it now with the third of the con. 
ditions proposed, viz., ‘Ae insfiration of the record ? 
Is not this more difficult to prove’? Yet it seems 
essential to establish it, if a doctrine of Holy 
Scripture is to be satisfactorily completed. There 
is a hesitation in facing this question of inspiration 
in Many quarters which is a bad omen for the 
church. 

For inspiration—inspiration in the full, super- 
natural sense—is a /act, and is as little to be 
explained away as the existence of the Bible itself, 
or the reality of the revelation contained in the 
Bible. Inspiration is indeed, as it was above 
expressed, a corollary of revelation. If revelation is 
there, inspiration is there. Internal revelation 
cannot be conceived of except in, or as accompanied 
by, an exalted or inspired state of soul; just as 
inspiration cannot be thought of, be it only the in- 
spiration of illumination, without a measure of re- 
velation (Eph. i.17, 18). If revelation pervades the 
Bible, or in the degree in which it does so, insfira- 
tion pervades it also. The very fact that the 
revelation is so plainly preserved in its meaning, 
its historical continuity, the proportion of its parts, 
the unity of its teaching, in the Bible, is the proof 
that the record, which 1s the luminous vehicle of 
the revelation, and which so perfectly preserves 
and conveys it to us in its spirit and power, is itself 
inspired. 

This statement is, ot course, general, and leaves 
a hundred questions unanswered as to the nature 
and modes of inspiration, its degrees, its relations 
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to the faculty and individuality of the writers, the 
qualities it umparts to the writings, its compatibiliry 
with def€€ts or imaccuracies im the sources or in 
the inspired text. It is well, however, in the 
proof of inspiration, &c., not to begin with thse 
entangling difficulties, but to look to what the 
Bible itself says of the qualities and objects of 
inspired Scripture—‘“ making wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus,” being 
. profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction which is in righteousness,” furnishing 
the man of God “ completely unto every good work " 
(2 Tim. iti. 15-17; cf. Ps. xix. 7-10). Does Scrip- 
ture present these qualities, or does it not? If it 
does—and who can doubt it ?—only insptration can 
impart them. If they are present, it is in them 
supremely, not in anything more external, we are 
to seek the tests of inspiration. 

The primary condition of belief in an inspired 
Scripture is belief in the Holy Spirit Himself—a 
Holy Spirit of God continuously present in the 
church or community of believers from the begin- 
ning, distributing His gifts to each man severally 
as He will. The Holy Spirit is the source of 
revelation ; He is the source also of inspiration. 
It is interesting to note how ample is the testi- 
mony in both Old Testament and New Testament 
to this continuous activity of the Holy Spirit 
in revealing, inspiring, illuminating, directing, 
qualifying for special service. Jesus and the 
Apostles habitually speak of the Scriptures of 
the Old Testament as the Spirit-inspired and 
authoritative embodiment of God’s mind and will. 
Their words have the value of words of God ( Matt. 
xxii. 31; John x. 35; Rom. iii. 2; Heb. iv. 3-12, 
&e.). Their commandment is the commandment 
of God (Matt. xv. 3-9). The Holy Ghost “ spake” 
by psalmist and prophets, and in the teachings of 
the history (Matt. xxii. 43; Acts iv. 25; Heb. 
iii. 7; 1 Pet. i. 11; 2 Pet. i. 21). But the New 
Testament writers make not less explicit claims to 
inspiration for themselves. ‘“ We speak,” says Paul, 
“not in words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but 
which the Spirit teacheth” (1 Cor. ti. 13). “ If 
any man thinketh himself to be a prophet, or 
spiritual, let him take knowledge of the things 
which I write unto you, that they are the command- 
ments of the Lord” (1 Cor. xiv. 37). The church 
is “ built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets” (Eph. ii. 20)—these, as a subsequent 
verse shows, being “the apostles and prophets” 
of the Mew Testament (ii. 
are ranked in 2 Pet. iii. 16 among the “ Scriptures.” 

This claim to inspiration, it may be shown, is 
made good by nearer examination of the books. 
A large part of the Old Testament emanates from 
writers whose title to be inspired will not be doubted. 
This applies to the prophetic pre : to the bulk 
of the histories, which are manifestly compiled 
by prophetic men; to the materials of these his- 
tories, which, again, are largely prophetic memoirs ; 
to the law which directly claims to be divine in 
origin, and to have been given by the hand of 
Moses ; specially to large parts of the law (Book 
of the Covenant, Deut.), which Moses is expressly 
said to have written ; to the accompanying histories, 
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which have a place in the Organism of revelation 
which nothing else than the insight of inspiration 
could have given ;-+o the psalms, which, for the 
most» part, evince their own imspiration, and, as 
regards David, are attested as of the Spirit (2 Sam. 
XxXViIll. 2); even to the wisdomeliterature, which. 
in Proverbs, is not regarded as the expression of 
mans own genius, but as the utterance of the ev 
ternal wisdom. 

A test case of inspiration is the Gospels, which 
do not directly assert their inspiration, yet un 
doubtedly in a marked degree exhibit it. For who 
but men possessed of the Holy Spirit could have 
produced biographies of Jesus so free from all in 
trusion of human weakness, so objective in presenta 
tion, so divine in the portraiture they contain? 
Two of the Gospels may claim apostolic inspiration 
— Matthew and John; for there seems little reason 
to question that Matthew not only contributed 
Logia material for that Gospel and for Luke, but 
drew up the Gospel itself, either in Aramaic or in 
Greek, or possibly in both forms. Mark and Luke 
were companions of apostles, and both were of 
apostolic spirit. Here, again, the condition of the 
early church has to be remembered. It is a church 
in which the power of the Spirit was specially and 
peculiarly manifest—a church in which “ gifts ” 
were abundant, in which inspiration Was not an 
uncommon phenomenon, in which those called to 
peculiar service received special endowments for 
their work. In these gifts and influences of the 
Spirit the history tad epistles show that the 
companions of the apostles had a peculiar share. 
They were associated with the apostles in thei 
preaching, teaching, and oversight of the churches 
(cf. 1 Thess. 1. §; & Tim. i. 18, iw. 14; 2 Tim 
i. 14, &c.). To such circles Mark and Luke, 
the companions of Paul, Barnabas, and Peter, 
belonged. They were “spiritual” men, and the 
work they were moved to undertake was a spiritual! 
work. 

But, now, if inspiration is a characteristic of the 
book we call the Bible, does not this fact, again, 
reflect its light both on the structure of the book 
and on the revelation. it contains’? Is a divine 
guidance not seen in the plan of the several parts, 
in the selection of materials, in the lights and 
aspects of the revelation chosen to be represented, 
in the very language that is employed in setting 
forth that revelation? The Book itself would seem 
to evince that such a divine mind was there at its 
construction. ‘Thus, from the whole, an idea of a 
true Holy Scripture emerges—a Scripture divinely 

rovided for, and superintended in its origin and 
its contents, designed to be an adequate vehicle of 
God's historic revelation, and containing in it 
everything needful for saving knowledge and 
spiritual equipment, a structure of which God is 
the architect, a revelation of which God is the 
author, an inspiration of which His Spirit is the 
inspiring, all-pervading breath. With these condi- 
tions fulfilled, there is nothing wanting to give back 
again to the world the Bible which many feared 
had been lost ! 

(By termission, from “ The Review 
and Expositor,” U.S.A ) 
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ST. PAUL AND HIS CONVERTS: Staries mn 
Typical New Testament Missions. By the 
Rev. HARRINGTON C. Legs. M.A. (London 
Robert Scott, 67, Paternoster Row. Crown 
Rvo, cloth, ts. net.) 

This book has been written with a special view 
to helping Missionary Study Bands and Bible 
(lasses ;: but while admirably serving that purpose, 
it js of real service to individual readers. Like all 
the books which bear the author's name, it ts true 
to Biblical fact and pre eminently spiritual in tone 
If any are in doubt as to what is the true evange! 
for modern missionary work, they will learn, from 
a careful reading of the thoughtful studies of these 


‘ pages, how the old Gospel of apostolic times 1s 


still the charter of the world’s spiritual freedom 
and the God-sent message to men of every race 
and clime. The condensed r/swm/ of the contents 
of the Pauline epistles, together with useful mforma 
tion as to the /ecale of the Charches addressed, 
adds much to the value of the chapters which 
comprise this helpful handbook to missionary prin 
ciples and practice. The programmes for mectinys 
to be held on the lines of the book, together with 
suggested Ouestions for Discussion, give a com. 
pleteness to the whole, of great value to class- 
leaders and teachers. The author's prefatory 
prayer that the studies may “ bring a more fruitful 
knowledge of two fields—the World and the Word,” 
cannot fail to be answered. 

THE MESSENGER OF GOD: A Study of 
the Prophet Malachi. By D. MACFADYEN, 
M.A. (London: Ehot Stock, Paternoster 
Row. Cloth gilt, 2s. net.) 

The minor prophets have been so little studied 
by ordinary readers of the Bible that anything 
which attracts attention to them and is really 
helpful to their clucidation is to be welcomed. 
Mr. Macfadyen’s book on Malachi admirably 
answers this end, and is specially valuable as 
showing the bearing of the book on present times. 
As stated in the preface, his object has been “ to 
concentrate attention, not on words, but on a 
historical situation which has much in common 
with our own.” This object is well attained ; the 
prophet's outlook and teaching is brought to bear 
on questions which are of first importagce and 
interest among us to-day. The volume ts concise, 
but well stored with true exposition and practical 
suggestion. 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION. By Cuas. G. 
FINNEY. (London: Morgan & Scott. 2s. 6d.) 


A cheap edition of a well-known volume by a 
well-known revivalist. While the subject is on 
many minds its re-issue is opportune. Our readers 
will find the volume helpful and profitable. It is a 
marvel of cheapness. | 
SHALL ROME RECONQUER ENGLAND? 

By R. F. Horton, D.D., and JosEPH 
HOCKING. (London: National Council of 
Evangelical Free Churches, Memorial Hall, 
E.C. 1s. net.) 

The publishers are correct.in announcing this 


as “a book to be read by, every Protestant.” . It 
is a timely publication, and specially welcome on 
account of its dual authorship. That Rome ts 
making every attempt to recapture [ritain and 
her colonies is no secret, and millions of her 
subjects are assisting the crusade by praying 
daily for the conversion of England to the 
Roman faith Mr. Hocking tells us that when 
in Rome. while visiting a Roman Catholic church, 
he saw a prayer, prnted, and placed on the 
doors of the church. It was for the conversion 
of England. “There were English, Italian, and 
French copies of this prayer, and a priest told me 
that it was offered by millions of people all over 
England.” This is but evidence of the deter- 
mination shown by Rome im her present and fore- 
most crusade, anil Mr. Hockmg points out afresh 
the sad fact that she'is largely assisted in the 
campaign by the Romanizing influence of such 
Church of England institutions as the Community 
of the Resurrection at Mufield and the small army 
of ritualistic clergy whose teaching and services 
are scarcely distinguishable from those of the 
Roman Church. The opening chapter of this 
book ought to be published separately, and might 
well be distributed throughout the length and 
breadth of our land, including young people. 
It is an admirable survey of historic facts—the 
facts which led up to and brought about the 
Reformation. There is an earnest plea for con. 
vent inspection, and a striking contribution by 
Dr. Horton on “ The Duty of Protestants,” in 
which Dr. Horton tells us that “of the 2,000,000° 
Catholics in this country. 1,800,000 are Irish or 
foreigners ; only 200,000 are genuinely English ” ! 
We trust this book will have an enormous circula- 
tion. It is attractively written and printed, and 
ought at all costs to be got into the hands of the 


people. 
REASON TO REVELATION,’ By Puitip 
Mauro. (London: Morgan & Scott, Ltd. 6d.) 


Mr. Mauro’s name is widely known, and many 
have to thank him for helpful works already pub- 
lished. The present volume is a message to those 
perplexed by honest doubt, through the appeal to 
reason rather than to the direct revelation of God 
in the written Word. There is a helpful chapter 
on Biblical Criticism, in which the writer urges 
study of the Bible in order to hear the voice of 
God, rather than to investigate discoveries of 
alleged errors. In other words, instead of 
criticising the Bible, we should allow the Bible 
to criticise us. 


OLD THEOLOGY. By W.H. K. Soames, M.A. 
(London: Nisbet & Co. 7s. 6d.) 


This is an attempt to discover the real meaning 
of some difficult passages of Holy Scripture. It 
is a bulky volume which cannot fail to prove 
helpful to the student of Scripture. It is a com- 
mentary, but it is more, it is the ripe experience 
of over forty years’ study on the part of one who, 
besides being an earnest Evangelical, is one of the 
best equipped thedlogians of our time. 
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